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THE Czar Ivan, who reigned over Rufha 
about the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, frequently went out diſguiſed, in 
order to diſcover the opimon which the 
people entertained of his adminiſtration. 1 
One day, in a ſolitary walk near Moſcow, 
he entered a {mall village; and pretending 
to be overcome by fatigue, implored relief 
from ſeveral of the inhabitants. His dreſs 
was ragged; his appearance mean; and 
what ought to have excited the compaſſion 
of the villagers, and inſured his reception, 
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was productive of refuſal. Full of indig- 
nation at ſuch inhuman treatment, he was 
juſt going to leave the place, when he 
perceived another habitation, to which he 
had not yet applied for aſſiſtance. It was 
the pooreſt cottage in the village. The 
Emperor haſtened to this, and knock ing 
at the door, a peaſant opened it, and aſked 
him what he wanted. —* I am almoſt 
dying with fatigue and hunger,” anſwered 
the Czar; can you give me a lodging 
for one might ?'—< Alas! ſaid the pea- 
ſant, taking him by the hand, you will 
have but poor fare here; you are come at 
an unlucky time; my wife is in labour: 
her cries will not let you ſleep; but come 
in, come in; you will at leaſt be ſheltered 
from the cold; and ſuch as we have, you 
ſhall be welcome to. 

The peaſant then made the Czar enter a 
little room full of children; in a cradle 


were two infants looping ſoundly; a girl 
three 
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three years old was ſleeping on a rug near 
the cradle; while her two ſiſters, the one 
five years old, the other ſeven, were on 
their knees, crying and pray ing to God for 
their mother, who was in a room adjoining, 
and whole piteous plaints were diſtinctly 
heard.—* Stay here,” ſaid the peaſant to 
the Emperor; © I will go and get ſome- 
thing for your ſupper.” He went out, and 
ſoon returned with ſome black bread, eggs, 
and honey. © You ſee all I can give you,“ 
fad the peaſant; ** partake of it with my 
children; I muſt go and aſſiſt my wife.“ 
— Your charity, your hoſpitality,” ſaid 
the Czar, © muſt bring bleſſings upon 
your houſe: I am ſure God will reward 
your goodneſs.” —* Pray to God, my 
good friend, replied the peaſant, © pray 
to God Almighty that ſhe may have a ſafe 
delivery; that is all I wiſh for.” —* And 
is that all you wiſh to make you happy?“ 
— Happy ! judge for yourſelf; I have 
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five fine children; a dear wiſe that loves 
me; a father and mother both in good 
health; and my labour is ſufficient to ſup- 
port them all.“ —“ Do your father and 
mother live with you?“ “ Certainly ; 
they are in the next room with my wife. — 
- * But your cottage here is ſo very ſmall.” — 

It is large enough; it can hold us all.” 
The good peaſant then went to his wile, 
who an hour after was happily delivered. 
Her huſband, in a tranſport of joy, brought 
the child to the Czar; *© Look,” ſaid he, 
look; this is the ſixth ſhe has brought 

me !—What a fine hearty child he is! 
May God preſerve him as he has done my 
others!“ The Czar, ſenſibly affected at this 
ſcene, took the infant in his arms: 1 
know,” ſaid he, © from the phy ſiognomy 
of this child, that he will be quite fortu- 
nate; he will arrive, I am certain, at 
great preſerment.” The peaſant ſmiled at 
this prediction; and at that inſtant the two 
eldeſt 
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eldeſt girls came to kiſs their new-born 
brother, and their grandmother came alſo 
to take him back. The little ones fol- 
lowed her; and the peaſant, laying him- 
ſelf down upon his bed of ſtraw, invited 
the ſtranger to do the ſame. In a moment 
the peaſant was in a ſound and peaceful 
fleep; but the Czar, ſitting up, looked 
around, and contemplated every thing with 
an eye of tenderneſs and emotion—the _ 
ſleeping children, and their ſleeping father. 
A diſturbed filence reigned in the cottage; 
—* What a happy calm! What delight- 
ful tranquillity !” ſaid the Emperor: Avas 
rice and Ambition, Suſpicion and Remorſe, 
never enter here. How ſweet is the fleep 
of innocence!” 

In ſuch reflections, and on ſuch a bed; 
did the mighty Emperor of all the Ruſſians 
ſpend the night. The peaſant awoke at 
break of day, and his gueſt, taking leave 
of him, ſaid, I muſt return to Moſcow; 
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my friend: I am acquainted there with a 
very benevolent man, to whom I ſhall 
take care to mention your kind treatment 
of me; I can prevail on him to ſtand 
godfather to your child. Pronuſe me, 
therefore, you will wait for me, that 1 
may be preſent at the chriſtening : I will 
be back in three hours at fartheſt.” The 
peaſant did not think much of this mighty 
promiſe; but, in the good nature of his 
heart, he conſented however to the firan- 
ger's requeſt. 

The Czar immediately took his leave: 
the three hours were ſoon gone, and no- 
body appeared. The peaſant, therefore 
followed by his family, was preparing ta 
carry his child to church ; but as he was 
leaving his cottage, he heard on a ſudden 
the trampling of horſes, and the rattling of 
many coaches. He looked out, and pre- 
tently ſaw a multitude of horſes, and a 
train of ſplendid carriages, He knew the 

Imperial 
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Imperial guards, and inſtantly called his 
family to come and ſee the Emperor go 
by. They all ran out in a hurry, and 
ſtood before their door. The horſemen 
and carriages ſoon formed a circular line, 
and at laſt the ſtate-coach of the Czar 
ſtopped oppoſite the good peaſant's door. 
The guards kept back the crowd, which 
the hopes of ſeeing their Sovereign had 
collected together. The coach-door was 
opened; the Czar alighted; and, ad- 
vancing to his hoſt, thus addreſſed him: 
I promiſed you a godfather; I am come 
to fulfil my promiſe; give me your child, 
and follow me to church.” The peaſant 
food like a ſtatue; now looking at the 
Emperor with the mingled emotions of 
aſtoniſnment and joy; now obſerving his 
magnificent robes, -and the coſtly jewels 
with which they were adorned; and now 
turning to a crow( of nobles that ſurrounded 
him. In this profuſion of pomp, he could 
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not diſcover the poor ſtranger, who had 
lain all night with him upon ſtraw. 

The Emperor, for ſome moments, {i- 
lently enjoyed his perplexity, and then ad- 


_ dreſſed him thus: © Yeſterday you per- 


formed the duties of humanity—to-day I 
am come to diſcharge the moſt delightful 
duty of a Sovereign—that of recompenſing 
Virtue. I ſhall not remove you from a 
ſituation to which you do ſo much honour, 
and the innocence and tranquillity of which 
T envy, But I will beſtow upon you ſuch 
things as may be uſeful to you: you ſhall 
have numerous flocks, rich paſtures, and a 
houſe that will enable you to exerciſe the 
duties of hoſpitality with pleaſure. Your 
new-born child ſhall become my ward; 
for you may remember,“ continued the 
Emperor, {miling, that 1 propheſied he 
would be fortunate.” 

The good peaſant could not ſpeak; but 


with tears of grateful ſenſibility in his eyes, 


he 
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he ran inſtantly to fetch the child, brought 
him to the Emperor, and laid him reſpect- 
fully at his feet. This excellent Sovereign 
was quite affected; he took the child in 
his arms, and carried him himſelf to church; 
and after the ceremony was over, unwill- 
ing to deprive him of his mother's milk, 
he took him back to his cottage, and or- 
dered that he ſhould be ſent to him as ſoon 
as he could be weaned, The Czar faith- 
tully obſerved his engagements, cauſed the 
boy to be educated in his palace, provided 
amply for his future ſettlement in life, and 
continued ever after to heap favours upon 
the yirtuous peaſant and his family. 
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PRUDENCE AND GRATITUDE. 


AMONGST all the inhabitants ol the 
great and populous city ot Balſora, none 
ſurpaſſed the youthful Jaher in wealth and 
magniſicence. His opulence he inherited 
from the prudent Abubekir his Sire; and 
having had the trouble of acquiring 5 his 
only care was to deviſe expedients to avail 
himſelf thereof. All the pleaſures that 
luxurious fancy could ſuggeſt, he had re- 
courſe to; and his liberality knew no 


bounds: each day his palace reſounded 
with feſlivity, and the illuminations which 
diſpelied the darkneſs of the night, ſufh- 
ciently ſhewed that the revelling was pro- 
tratted to a very late hour, 


Oppoſite 
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Oppoſite to the houſe of the rich Jaher 
dwelt the poor, but induſtrious Maſlaoud, 
who, by the labour of his hands, main- 
tained a wife and three children, His 
gains, however, were but ſmall, as his ſole 
occupation was to aſſiſt the gardener of a 
Jewiſh merchant, who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood. Jaber, one evening, percetv- 
ing Maſſaoud more penſive than uſual, in— 
quired into the cauſe; and being told by 
the latter, that it was owing to the indi- 
gence of his family, immediately made 
him a preſent of a diamond ring, which 
the other received with the warmeſt ex- 
preſſions of gratitude, and prayed that the 
Prophet might increale his ſtote, and ſhower 
conſtant bleſſings upon his head.“ The 
Holy Prophet,” anſwered Jaher, “has 
already ble{led me to the height of my 
wiſhes: J have nothing now to pray for, 
but that he would vouchſafe to make his 
favours permanent. Maſſaoud immedi» 
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ately imparted his good fortune to the gar- 
dener, by whom he was employed, who 
told him that his maſter, the Jew, would 
ſoon put him into a way of diſpoſing of lus 
jewel to the beſt advantage. Maſſaoud 
having received from the Jew the full 
value of his diamond, and following his 
advice, bought with it ſeveral commodities, 
and embarked on board a veſſel bound for 
Alexandria, in Egypt. 

Jaher ſtill continued to live in his former 
ſplendour, and was careſſed as much as 
ever by the inhabitants of Balſora; in 
proceſs of time, however, his ſteward 
Dakianos adviſed him to look into the 
ſtate of his finances. But Jaher, lulled to 
ſleep by the Syren voices of the women 
of his ſeraglio, and plunged in unceaſing 
ebriety, in the company of impious com- 
panions, who, like him, neglected the pre- 
cept of the Alcoran, deferred from day to 
day following his advice, till his whole 


ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance was reduced to a ſingle ſequin. 
This unexpeRed turn of fortune conſtrained 
him to quit Balſora in diſguiſe; and in 
that city he never aſterwards made his 


appearance. 
Maſſaoud, who had greatly improved the 
{mall ſtock he had ſet out with, continued 
to traſhc for a conſiderable time afterwards, 
and every year brought him in a new 
acceſſion of opulence and credit. her 
after having wandered ſeveral years, and 
made many vain attempts to repair the 
loſſes, which his 1mprudence had brought 
upon him, was at laſt reduced. fo low, as 
to travel in the habit of a Faquir, to Grand 
Cairo; he had not been long there, when 
he accidentally met Maſſaoud in the ftreet, 
who immediately recolletted him; and 
having accoſted him with the moſt cordial 
friendſhip, conducted him to his own 
houſe, and after having treated him with 
te greateſt hoſpitality imaginable, de- 
B 7 clared 
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clared that he had made an ample fortune 
by commerce, and offered to aſſiſt him 
with a conſiderable ſum; by means of 
which, he might perhaps be enabled to 
acquire a fortune equal to that he had loſt, 
Jaher moſt thankfully accepted the offer, 
and ſettled at Grand Cairo, where, by con- 
ſantly attending the advice of Maſſaoud, | 
he in a ſhort time made a fortune, not 
much inferior to that which he had been 
poſſeſſed of at Balſora: and being thereby 
convinced, that it is eaſter to acquire 
wealth than to enjoy it, for the remainder 
of his life conſtantly regulated his conduct 
by the advice of Maſſaoud, whom he Knew 
to be his lupericy u in wiſdom. 


11828 — 


KOREM; 


— = 
| 
] 
[ 


TRUE HEROISM. 


K OR E M; 
OR, 


TRUE HEROISM. 


—— 
—_— . 


CORDUBA, King of Teran, in Great 
Tartary, was one of the greateſt Princes 
of his age. His reign was long, and he 
was adored by his ſubjects, whoſe happt- 
neſs was his whole ſtudy. He was deſi- 
rous of extending his love for them even 
beyond the grave; and when he found 


\ himſelf near his end, he conſidered of ap- 


pointing a ſucceſſor, whoſe virtues might 
make them the leſs regret the loſs of him» 
_ 

He had no children, except a daughter 
named Almanzaris. The laws of Tartary 
ordained, that whoever married the Princeſs 
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ſhould inherit the crown, provided he was 
of the race of Tamerlane: he therefore 
could not chuſe an huſband for his daugh- 
ter, without chuſing at the ſame time a 
ſucceſſor. 

This cuſtom, which was well known, 
gained the Princeſs many admirers. Ake- 
bar, King of Balk, and Mameluke, Sultan 
of Cariſmia, were two of the competitors. 
Perſuaded that Corduba would beſtow his 
daughter on him who rendered himſelf 
moſt formidable, they both made prepara- 
tions for ſupporting their pretenſions to 
Almanzaris by force of arms. The old 
Monarch was enraged that they ſhould 
pretend to give law to him. Beſides, the 
violent proceedings of theſe Princes made 
Lim tremble for the tranquillity of his 
people, if they ſhould happen to fall under 
their dominion. He reſolved, therefore, 
to uſe every means to avert this misfor- 


tune, and reſolved on war. Having taken 
tus 
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fear from this little ſtate, he like a torrent 
made an irruption into the kingdom of 
Carilmia. 

Mameluke, who knew the pacific diſpo- 
ſition of Corduba, was ſurpriſed at the mi- 
litary ſucceſſes of Zendar. Zendar had 
made himſelf maſter of the open country, 
and even forced ſome fortified towns ta 
ſurrender before Mameluke had aſſembled 
bis troops. He had advanced almoſt to 
the capital, when the Sultan, at the head 
of a far more numerous army, appeared to 
put a ſtop to the rapidity of his conqueſts. 
The armies had frequent ſkirmiſhes, and 
the loſs of his ſtrongeſt places, diſcouraged 
Mameluke, who fancied that he ſhould be 
totally defeated if he came to a general 
engagement, He therefore determined to 
make over:ures of peace. The principal 
conditions were, that he would renounce 
all pretenſions to Almanzaris; would be- 
come an ally to whoever eſpouled her; 
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and would do homage to the King of Te- 
ran for the kingdom of Cariſmia. 

Theſe conditions which Mameluke 
thought hard ones, ſecmed ſtill too good 
in the opinion of the Teranite General. 
He rejected them haughtily, pretending 
that Mameluke granted nothing, in re— 
nouncing a bleſſing which he could not 
obtain; and acknowledging himſelf a vaſ- 
fal at the time when he was become a 
ſubject. This inflexibility reſtored the 
Sultan all his courage, and his deſpair 
gave him ſome ſhadow of hope. The 
two armies engaged under the walls of 
Cariſmia : the battle was bloody, and laſted 
the whole day. The Sultan had no re- 
fource left but to conquer, as has already 
been ſeen ; he therefore performed prodi- 
gies of valour. | 
Victory ſeemed for ſome time likely to 
declare in his favour ; but Zendar per- 
Forming every where the duty of a good 
officer 
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officer and ſoldier, and rallying his troops 
ſeveral times, it at laſt fixed itſelf to his 
ſtandards. Mameluke, forced to quit the 
field of battle, threw himſelt into his capi- 
tal, determined to bury himſelf under its 
ruins, if Zendar inſiſted on harder terms 
than thoſe which he had before offered. 
He ſent deputies: Zendar was inflexible 
to their intreaties; and having reſted his 
army a few days, drew lines of circum- 
vallation round the city. By theſe prepa- 
rations that he made, the Sultan of Cariſ- 
mia thought that he intended to lay ſiege 
to the city in form; and this miſtake 
proved his fatal ruin. The Teranite, by 
favour of a dark night, attacked the city, 
and, giving a general aſſault, ſcaled the 
walls. This unforeſeen ſurpriſe filled 
every one with conſternation. In vain 
did the unfortunate Mameluke, whom the 
obduracy of his adverſary perhaps rendered 

worthy of a better fate, endeavour to ani- 
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mate his ſoldiers: terrified at the voice of 
the conqueror, they no longer hear him, 
and make only a feeble reſiſtance: he 
throws himſelf into the midſt of the ene- | 
my in hopes of finding his implacable foe. | 
He-at laſt meets with him, and chuſing 
rather to kill or be killed, than to fall into | 
his hands without vengeance, he propoſes 
a ſingle combat. But his evil deſtiny | 
purſues him throughout. Zendar accepts | 
the challenge, and lays him dead at his | 
feet. | 
The report of the Sultan's death being 
ſoon ſpread all over the city, the Cariſ- 
means laid down their arms, and implored | | 
the clemency of the victor. Zendar, with | 
great difficulty, reſtrained the fury of his ] 
ſoldiers, and put a ſtop to the carnage. | 
On receiving the news of this rapid 
ſucceſs, Corduba declared him Sultan of 
Cariſmia; and the inhabitants of that city 


were forced to acknowledge him, and | 
{wear ö 
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ſwear fidelity. The reſt of the kingdom 
ſubmitted without further bloodſhed, He 
then, towards the end of autumn, returned 
to Teran, covered with laurels, in order 
to lay at the feet of Almanzaris one of 
the nobleſt crowns in Tartary. 

While Teran refounded with the name 
of Zendar, and Fame publiſhed his ex- 
ploits, the Teranites ſcarcely knew whether 
Korem was at the head of an army. 

Far from entering by force the little 
republics ſituated between Teran and Balk, 
he had conſidered that they were ſtates, 
and that a ſtrict neutrality was all that 
either power had a right to demand in a 
quarrel that did not concern the ſtates, 
He therefore had ſtrove to gain their hearts, 
and to leave no doubt of the uprightneſs 
of his intentions; he had offered them 
hoſtages, and prudently had taken hoſtages 
of them in return. He had alſo diſperſed 
maniſeſtoes inthe province of Balk, wherein 

he 
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he explained the motives which obliged 
him to take arms, and charged Akebar with 
all the mistortunes that this war might oc- 
caſion. 

After having thus ſecured the neutral 
towns, and having got both the eſteem of 
the people, and juſtice in his favour, he 
had entered their territories at the head of 
twenty thouſand Teranites. The punttu- 
ality with which he paid for whatever was 
brought to his army, furniſhed his camp 
plentifully with all ſorts of proviſions, the 
peaſants bringing from all parts every com- 
modity that they thought he might have 
occaſion for. They at firſt thought them- 
ſelves happy in having an opportunity of 
enriching themſelves without the leaſt dan- 
ger: love and gratitude afterwards attached 
them to the General. 

It is true theſe precautions gave Akebar 
time to aſſemble all his forces; but theſe 
very precautions rendered his utmoſt efforts 

uſeleſs. 


TRUE HEROISM. 27 


— — — u — — — — =- 
—— —ʒä́—:—Q— . — 


uſeleſs. He advanced to his frontiers with 
an army of an hundred and fifty thouſand 
men, full of the idea that he ſhould van- 
quiſh Korem: but he would not have been 
ſo ſanguine in his expectations, if he had 
known the enemy whom he had to combat, 
Korem, charged to defend the Teranites 


againſt oppreſſion and tyranny, and regard. 


ing their lives as a ſacred depoſit, divided 
his army into ſeveral fmall bodies. Intent 
on watching the motions of Akebar, whom 
he held in continual alarms, he encamped 
always in ſuch ſituations as left it in his 
power either to accept or refuſe an engage- 
ment. Beſides, his ofhcers were ordered 
to avoid ſkirmiſhes; and, in particular, 
ſuch as might bring on a general action. 
By this prudent conduct, he, in the end, 
tired out and deſtroyed this numerous army, 
whoſe ſoldiers dared not quit the main 
body for fear of falling into the hands of the 
Teranites, Akebar, having conſumed all 
his 
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his proviſion and forage, and being able to 
procure none from the neighbouring coun- 
try, reſolved, for ſubſiſtance, to carry the 
war into the kingdom of Teran. He muſt 
firſt paſs through the territories of the neu- 
tral republics; he accordingly entered them, 
but he could neither ſtay there long, nor 
could he paſs beyond them. As he would 
not pay for the commodities which he 
wanted, and which he had no right to de- 
mand, a dreadiul famine ſoon prevailed in 
his camp. 

Korem, who had' foreſeen this, ſent or- 
ders to the troops which he had left on the 
frontiers to oppoſe the enterprizes of the 
enemy. The provinces of Balk, which 
Akebar no longer covered, were now open 
and defenceleſs. He detached a body of 
his cavalry to levy contributions there, and 
at the ſame time himſelf followed the rear 
of the enemy whom he inceſſantly haraſſed, 
both by intercepting their convoys and 
cutting off {mall parties, - The 
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The peaſants, finding that the ſoldiers 
of Akebar ill treated them, took up arms, 
and made a kind of war upon them more 


dangerous and cruel than if they had been 


real enemies. Diſeaſes broke out in Ake- 
bar's army; he could receive no ſuccours 


from his own dominion, and Rorem re- 


duced him to the utmoſt extremities, by 
ſtopping up all the paſſages through which 
he could poſſibly return into his own king- 

dom. | 
Akebar had no other reſource leftthan to 
ſue for peace; the terms of which he left 
to Korem to dictate. He was reſolved to 
try the event of a battle, in caſe the terms 
ſhould prove too hard; he was aſtoniſhed 
to find them ſo eaſy, or rather at the mag- 
nanimity that had dictated them. Kokem's 
anſwer was as follows: Kings ſhould make 
war only to re-eſtabliſh peace, and to ren- 
der that which they then make more firm 
and laſting than that which they have 
broken, 
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broken. Pramiſe, Akebar, to obſerve faith- 
fully your treaties of alliances with Cor- 
duba, and to keep them alſo with whoever 
he ſhall pleaſe to appoint his ſucceſſor. 
Indemnify the republics and the Teranites 
for the miſchiefs your troops have done, I 
only inſiſt on theſe two conditions: if they 
are agreeable to you, may God prolong 
your days, and make them happy and 
peaceable, and let every thing that 1s paſt 
be buried in oblivion. 

Akebar, amazed at the moderation of the 
conqueror, {wore to obſerve his treaties 
faithfully; and, as a proof of the ſincerity 
of his promiſes, of his own accord, gave 
hoſtages. He afterwards took the rout of 
his capital, publiſhing, wherever he paſſed, 
the generoſity of Korem, and his great 
knowledge in the ſcience of war. 

Rorem returned home with his army, 
and went to Teran, to give an account of 
his expedition; the whole nation was in 

ſuſpenſe 
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ſuſpenſe about Corduba's choice. This 
Monarch convoked the ſtates, having alſo 
ſummoned the deputies of Cariſmia to be 
prefent, and made the following ſpecch to 
the Aftembly : 

Intrepid Zendar! you come here from 
conquering me a kingdom by your va- 
lour ; but the new ſubjects which you 
have gained me, are only concealed ene- 
mies whom you have mixed among my 
children. I will not adopt them for fear 
of introducing diſcord into my family. 
Let the Cariſmeans have a King whole 
love will not be divided between them and 
another nation. a 

Go, brave Zendar, be King of Cariſ- 
mia. The dreadful eſſects of your valour 
have rendered you formidable to that vaſt 
empire: remember that there are other 
beſides warlike virtues; and that to repair 
the misfortunes that you have brought on 
the Cariſmeans, is a duty which you owe 

them. 
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them. If you would have them behold 
vou on the throne of their ancient Kings 
with content, let them, for the future, ſee 
in you only their father; and let the hand 
that ſhowers down bleſſings on them, make 
them forget the hand that has ſmitten 
them, | 
„As for you, generous Korem, who 
know how to conquer the enemies of the 
Teranites, and who ſtudy how to gain 
friends; you who, verſed in the art of war, 
nevertheleſs are fond of peace, and prefer 
actions uſeful to mankind, to thoſe that 
make a great noiſe, you ſhall be my daugh- 
ter's huſband : receive my ſceptre and her 
hand. My people, ruled by a Prince who 
poſſeſſes ſo much bravery and moderation, 
will have nothing to fear from enemies 
abroad, nor from their maſters at home, 
Be their father, and be my ſon. You are 
an hero ;—Zendar may in time become 
ene.” 
THE 


3 


THE CONTENDING BROTHERS. 33 
DD , U ——— ——— —_— 


THE 


CONTENDING BROTHERS. 


— 
—— — 


WIEN the hymeneal choir of the virgin 
morn, who in all her bluſhing charms, 
from the painted palaces of the Eaſt, ad- 
vanced to eſpouſe the day, ſtruck the ra- 
viſhed ear of the devout ſage, like tlie 
ſacred ſymphony of the ſong of Paradiſe ; 
he raiſed his brightening eye to heaven, 
and joined his voice to the voice of nature; 
nor was the Prince filent in the ſong of 
praiſe, nor his ſoul ungrateful to his great 
Creator. 

The ſage obſerving him on the knees of 
ſupplication, was warmed with love ſur— 
paſſing paternal ; and when he had finiſhed, 
he laid his bleſſed hand on his head, and 

| with 
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with melting eye, ſaid, “ My ſon, ariſe; 
thou waſt crowned with gold, but I crown 
thee with virtue; yet heaven ordains that 
the ſtorm of adverſity ſhould darken, ere 
yet the ſun of proſperity ſhall gild thy 
tate.” 

Jehander, proſtrating himſelf, kiſſed the 
hem of his garment, and his heart ſwelling 
with love, gratitude, and admiration, he 
expreſſed them by ſilent tears. The fage, 
embracing bim in the arms of affection, 
fad; © Go, my fon; let me not detain 
you, leaſt you ſteal part of my heart from 
heaven: let me bind up your eyes, and 
you ſhall inſtantly be tranſported to where 
you will behold three brothers quarrelling 
violently about their inheritance. Theſe 
heaven has ordained, that, for their unpa- 
ralleled ingratitude, they ſhall by you be 
deprived of theſe ineſtimable benefits be- 
queathed by their holy father.” 

Accordingly, having bound up his eyes. 
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he beſprinkled him with the water of 
power. A dizzineſs ſeized his brain; and 
when he recovered from his trance, he 
perceived he ſtood upon a highway, where 
he beheld three men fighting at a diſtance, 
as the prophet had juſt foretold. 

As he advanced towards the brothers, 
they ceaſed their unnatural ſtrife, waiting 
his approach with impatience to give judg. 
ment in the cauſe conteſted, When he 
arrived, with uplitted hands, all at once, 
preferred their complaint; fo that amaze. ' 
ment was ſtruck dumb, and comprehenſion 
quite confounded. At length, when their 
termented paſſions found vent, the Prince 
perceived that a leathern purſe, a beggar's 
diſh, and a pair of old ſhippers, bequeathed 
by their father, was the whole ſubje& of 
their contention. 

Amazed that things ſo contemptible to 
appearance ſhould occafion bloodſhed and 


traternal diſcord, he called the words of 
the 
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the ſage to remembrance; and conceiving 
that they muſt be poſſeſſed of ſome un- 
common virtues, he told the brothers, that 
he could not poſſibly give judgment till he 
was informed of the value of the things. 
Accordingly, the eldeſt brother, wha 
inſiſted on his choice from birth-right, told 
him that as the purſe poſſeſſed the quality 
of being miraculouſly ſupplied with gold 
by the Genii, who conferred it on his fa- 
ther, in any quantity, and as often as de- 
ſired, he therefore made choice of the 
purſe. 

The ſecond ſaid, that as their father had 
not named the particulars, but had deſired 
them to be equally divided, it was but 
juſtice to decide it by lot; for though the 
diſh poſſeſſed the virtue of being always 
filled by whatever eatables were wiſhed for, 
yet it was by no means equal to the purſe; 
for that gold could procure all things. 

The thurd rejected the ſlippers, which, 
| he 
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he ſaid, they wanted to palm upon him; 
ſaying, that though they poſſeſſed the 
virtue of tranſporting the wearer inviſibly, 
Whitherſoever he deſired, yet he thouglit 
them much inferior to the otkers. 

When the Prince had heard their com- 
plaint, he was aſtoniſhed at their diſcon- 
tent and folly ; for any one of the three 
legacies in diſpute ſurpalled the treaſure of 
Kings. He theretore concluded, that the 
brothers were unworthy of ſuch ineſtt- 
mable bleſlings, as they ungratefully threw 
them thus in the face of all-bounteous 
heaven, and turned favours, precious as 
their eyes, into bandicd balls of contention. 
He determined to remove the cauſe ; for 
which purpoſe he propoled that he himſelf 
mould ſhoot three arrows, in three different 
directions, from the place where the things 
were placed on the ground; that on-a 
Ggnal of his hand they ſhould ſet out, and 
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whoever returned firſt with an arrow, 
ſhould be entitled to the firſt choice. 

The brothers immediately conſented. 
They ſtripped, and, when the arrows were 
ſhot, and the ſignal given, flew to fetch 
them on the wings of hope. In the mean 
time, Jehander deliberately put his feet in 
the ſhippers, and taking up the purſe and 
diſh, wiſhed himſelf in che city of Chan- 
balich, whither he was tranſported in a 
moment, as in a dream, leaving the fooliſh 
brothers on the road, gnawang the finger of 
forrow, 
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AN ORIENTAL TALE, 


IN the city of Bagdad lived Mirza; he 
enjoyed the eſteem, love, and admiration 
of every individual in the province, as well 
as city in which he dwelt. In him, at 
once, were ſeen the virtues of a father, a 
huſband, a maſter, and a friend. Bene- 
volence was his characteriſtic; diſtreſs in- 
titled the wretched to his friendſhip, who 
never ſought his aſhſtance, but were re- 
lieved by his ſalutary and conſoling ad- 
vice; or, when circumſtances required it, 


bis fortune. Like the wide ſpreading boun- 
Ce2 teous 
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teous Nile, he broke the. narrow bounds 
preſcribed by worldly maxims, that his 
goodneſs might extend to all. He long 
enjoyed that complaiſant happineſs which 
ariſes from inward ſatis faction, from that 
ſelf-applauding ſpirit which the beneficent 
tenor of a life ſo ſpent never fails to pro- 
duce. But what is man? Death pays 
deference to none: Mirza, thine hour was 
come. He felt the near approach of that 
deflroying angel, at whoſe coming nature 
ſhrinks. His three children, youths of 
happy prelage, in filent ſadneſs, attended 
their expiring parent. My ſons,” ſaid 
he, you ſee me *going to quit this life 
for that ſtate my good or evil actions ſhall 
have mented ; conſider, therefore, that you 
are men; that you were- not created for 
yourſelves alone; your country and ſociety 
have large demands and expettations from 
you: ſometimes the poſt of honour 1s a 


private lation; but the example of a vir- 
| tuous 
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tuous character will extend its influence 
moſt within the largeſt circle, Go into the 
world, my ſons; but let not the charms 
and blandiſhments of proſperity too much 
affet you; nor let adverſity depreſs the 
mind which heaven made above it.“ There 
is a happy ſtate, which, when we have 
ſhaken off the earthly form, is given as a 
reward to virtue: thither let your virtues 
bend. The way is tree to all ; let not the 
thorny paths, the cares and troubles of the 
world, deſtroy your perſeverance. Follow 
thoſe characters which truth and reaſon bid 
you approve; take virtue for your guide, 
and doubt not the ſucceſs.” | | 

The aweful ſcene, the dawning hopes of 
fuch delightful happineſs, warmed each 
breaſt with imitative virtue; but ere they 
could expreſs their gratetul fentiments; 
the good old man, in a ſoft murmur, like 
what the tender ſleeping infant breaths; 
expired. 
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After the time was paſt, which ſons like 
theſe would pay in decent ſorrow to the 
memory of ſuch a father, they determined 
to put in execution his laſt injunctions, 
The dawning beauties of the morn ap- 
peared ; the cheartul lark ſprung upwards 
from his neſt, in thrilling oriſons to the 
all- creating Power; when the ſons of Mire 
za departed from Bagdad, proceeding for 
the Emperor's court. Their accompliſh 
ments ſoon gained them many friends. 

Arman, the eldeſt, a youth of generous 
ſpirit, often paſſed his time in converſation” 
with ſome captains of ſoldiers: their fre- 
quent diſcourſes on the events of war, 
rouſed his lively imagination ; he longed, 
he wiſhed for opportunities of danger to 
exert his courage; he aſplred after honour ; 
he ſighed for ſame. They encouraged his 
deſires; he was recommended to their 
chief, who made him a captain, His 
good qualities gained him the eſteem and 
love 
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love of his ſoldiers; his heroic courage and 
noble contempt of death, when danger was 
requiſite, acquired him general admiration : 
his actions ſpoke for him; he became a 
leader of an higher ſtation ; his bounteous 
mind procured him many friends; his ge- 
neroſity and perſonal ſervices more; he 
enjoyed the praiſes given him for his vic- 
tories, with that ſenſible pleaſure which 
modeſt virtue, in a youthful heart, ap- 
proves. His good fortune ſtill continued; 
the fame of his actions increaſed; he had 
a great ſhare in the Emperor's favour ; he 
became chieftain of a principal part of the 
great army. 

Marſan, the youngeſt, was of a comely 
perſon, and lively genius; his company 
was courted by all; the women more ef. 
pecially paid the greateſt deference to all 
he ſaid; he ſpoke with caſe and elegance; 
the young men of the court choſe him for 
their pattern; he taſted with that pleaſure 
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which a young man is ſo fond of, the ad- , 
miration which was paid him. ; 

Nican choſe a different path from e1- 
ther; thoſe men in whom he diſcovered 
the greateſt eminence, whether in the 1n- 
veſtigation of truth, the improvement of 
ſcience, or ſuch practical knowledge as is 
of more immediate uſe to hſe, were the 
perſons whoſe converſation lic ſought : the 
ſtudy of the laws, the adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, the general good of mankind, were 
his employment. It was but by flow de- 
grees he attracted the notice of the world; 
but it was on the ſureil foundation he had 
fixed his fame, 

Alter ſome years were paſt by each, in 
theſe purſuits, the brothers met to com- 
pare the different degrees of happineſs they 
produced. Arman declared, that how- | 
ever pleaſing the people's praiſe of his | 
| heroic actions might appear to a young | 
1 man, yet the pleaſure was but tranſient; 4 
the | 
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the reflection did not bring with it that 
happineſs he expected from it at his firſt 
ſetting out in life; that he found himſelf 
not ſatisfied with his ſucceſs; he wiſhed 
for the ſole command of the army, and 
an expedition of ſuch importance, that the 
ſucceſs might ſignalize his name to the 
lateſt poſterty. To whom Nican re- 
plied, © My dear brother, I fear your 
generous, active ſpirit has carried you 
farther than it ought; you have exceeded 
the bounds my father preſcribed : ambi- 
tion, and not the virtuous emolument he 
adviſed, has been your purſuit.” 
Marſan declared his diſſatisfaction in 
theſe terms: * The general admiration 
paid to me, on my firſt appearance, by 
youths of my own age, and the women, 
whom all perſons here are ſo ſtudious to 
pleaſe, has colt me infinite pains and 
trouble to preſerve; my dreſs, my air, my 
phraſes, and turn of converſation, have all 
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been ſtudied; their arguments, and the 
chief of their diſcourſe, turn on trilles, 
which, at the ſame time, they are unedi— 
tying, are barren of entertainment, I 
have been obliged to comply with this 
cuſtom ; indeed I have ſucceeded in keep- 
ing up the reputation of my character; 
but, upon conſideration, my admirers are 
not the people by whom I would ſeriouſly 
wiſh to be praiſed,” Nican anſwered, 
« Dear brother, your purſuit too has been 
wide of our father's intention; a falſe and 
too eager deſire of praiſe, has made you 
emulous of trifles; the ſame, nay a leſs 
exertion of your talents upon proper objects 
had been a laudable emulation; but, be— 
heve me, vanity is as much wide of it as 
ambition.“ 

The two brothers allowed of Nican's 
obſervations, and applauded his practical 
illuſtration of their father's advice. The 
gratification of the paſhons is an endlels 

purſuit , 
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purſuit; whereas, while they are kept in 
ſubjefion, and directed to proper objetts, 
they will produce an internal fatisfattion 
that is not to be aſſected by outward inci— 
dents ; the emulation of heavenly virtue 
is the {ure road to greatnels, 
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WIN the renowned Haroun Araſchid 


reigned ſupreme over the faithful, in the 


magnificent city of Bagdaht, Aboul Muſed 


was prime Vizir, diſpenſer of the bleſſing; 
of the moſt beneficent Monarch to the 
moſt grateful of ſlaves. The golden age 
ſo much talked of by pocts, ſeemed to be 
renewed in the bleſſed reign of Calif Haroun 
Araſchid; none complained of grievances 
without immediate redreſs; he made it 


his ſtudy to contribute to the felicity of his 
people; it was too much to laſt, Aboul 


Muſed, the delight of all hearts, the faith- 
ful 
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ful ſlave to his Sovereign, the deliverer of 


the oppreſſed, the refuge of the comfortleſs, 


the father of the poor, the Prince of the 
Imans; Aboul Muſed, ſo long beloved, 
ſo much to be lamented, yielded his ſoul 
at length to the fatal arrow of the angel of 
death. The ſincere forrow, the dreadful 


lamentations, the never to be forgotten out- 


cries of the faithful on that memorable 
day, are ſtill the ſubject of converſation in 
Bagdaht; to be as ſorrowful as the faithful 
were at the death of Aboul Muſed, 1s be- 
come a proverb, Thus virtue meets with 
ſome portion of its reward, by the reſpett 
it claims from the good even on earth. 
To attempt to deſcribe the ſorrow of the 
Calif on the death of his favourite, would 
be as vain as to think of counting the ſands 
of the ſea, or giving a cauſe for the yearly 
overflowings of the headleſs Nile: ſuffice 
it to ſay, that it could not be exceeded. 
It was impoſſible the Calif could ever 

7 forget 
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forget the words he ſpake when he lav dying 
in the arms of his beloved ſon Selim Ab- 

dallah. | 
6s 0 commander of the faithful! think 
it not beneath thee to attend to the words 
of thy tafthful dying ſlave; not to be ſen- 
ſible that I have deſerved well of thee, 
would be doing injuſtice to my conſcience : 
my heart accuies me not of ever having 
offended thee. I have conſtantly prayed 
to the great prophet, that he would inter- 
cede for thee with God, that thou ſhouldeſt 
poſſeſs accumulated heaps of virtuous ho- 
nours: my prayers have been heard, and 
thou haſt long bleſt thy faithful ſlaves of 
the city of Bagdaht; they have often 
taſted of thy munificence ; they know the 
bleſſing it is in the power ot a good Sove- 
reign to beſtow: continue to ſhadow them 
with the wings of thy goodneſs; look upon 
them as children given thee by the Al- 
mighty for adoption ; be not deaf to the 
voice 
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voice of the oppreſſed; be ſure that thy 
Cadis do juſtice even to the meaneſt : 
ſuffer not corruption to approach the throne 
of judgment ; be mercifully ſevere to thoſe 
who are deaf to the voice of reaſon, and 
never puniſh the flave whom milder me- 
thods will reform; for a ſlave executed 
may be a future friend loſt: in fine, vir- 
tuous Haroun, obey the good genius thar 
conſtantly hovers over thee, and thou wilt 
not fail to do right.” With theſe words 
Aboul Muſed, with almoſt a ſmile on his 
countenance, ſuffered his ſoul to take its 
flight to Paradiſe : if others were {orrowlul, 
his ſon Selim was more. 

The day before Aboul Muſed quitted the 
earth, he ſpoke to Selim as follows: © I 
perceive; my ſon, the time of my diſſo- 
lation approacheth: it is the will of the 
Almighty that I ſhould go to my fathers, 
who are in Paradiſe: grieve not, Selim, 
at the decrees of fate, but comfort thyſelf 
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with the certainty that I will ſtill be thy 
good genius, conſtantly attending, and di- 
recting thee through life; I have inſtilled 
into thee ſome principles of virtue; trea- 
ſure them in thy ſoul, as they will be of 
ſervice to thee in thy future conduct; my 
many avocations, and my conſtant atten- 
dance on the commands of the belt of 
Sovereigns, hindered me from dedicating 
more of my time to thy inſtruction; but 
take thoſe tablets, and thou wilt find therein 
contained a treaſure of more worth to 
thee, than the riches of the Perſian em- 
Pire.” 

Selim, as was before ſaid, was beyond 
meaſure ſorrowful for the loſs of ſo good 
a parent: he ſhut himſelf up for a month, 
and would ſee nobody, till, at laſt, by the 


appear: but alas! how altered from his 
former ſelf! no more could he captivate 
the hearts of his beholders ; from the once 


ſprightly 


command of the Calif, he was obliged to 
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ſprightly Selim Abdallah, he was become 
almoſt inanimate. The Calif, to engage 
his attention, and reſcue him from a fixed 
melancholy, gave him the moſt beautiful 
of his female flaves. Her name was 
Badoura; ſhe was poſſeſſed of every charm 
that could engage the heart, ſave the love 


of virtue. She ſoon made a conqueſt of 


Selim, and, by inſenſible degrees, led him 
into almoſt every ſpecies of vice; till, at 
laſt, after a three years triumph, hurried by 
an exceſs of paſſion, ſhe poiſoned a ſlave, 
of whom ſhe was jealous. All the intere ſt 
of Selim could not ſave her from ſuffering 
by the harids of the public executioner. 
What one would have imagined was ſuffi- 
cient to deprive him of the ſmall remains 
of his reaſon, reſtored him to that which 
he had loſt: reflection ſeized him; the 
foul of his father, which while he had 
ſtrayed from the path of virtue, had for- 
ſaken him „ now took its ſtation as his 
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good genius: it ſpoke to him in a voice 
that was to be heard by none but himſelf : 
Selim, Selim, what haſt thou been 
doing? Doſt thou remember the tablets ?” 
Aſtoniſhed to the laſt degree, he recollect- 
ed he had not yet looked into the contents 
of them: he inſtantly went to his cabi- 
net, and, with a trembling hand, opened 
them; but behold he could find nothing 
written in them: he examined them more 
carefully, and, at length, in a ſmall Arabic 
character, found theſe words: The Sage 
Mirza lives on the banks of the river Eu- 
phrates, two leagues towards the -ſetting 
ſun, from Sultan Omar's caravanſara.” 

Selim, ſtill at a loſs, could not conceive 
what concern it was to him to know 
where Mirza lived; yet, tired of a place 
where he had been ſo remarkably vicious, 
he aſked the Calif permiſſion to travel; it 
was granted; and having, in a ſmall ſpace 
of time, provided a ſuitable equipage, he 


ſet 


_ 2 — 


„ 


— — - 


THE LEGACY. 55 


— — ——— —— 


ſet out to find Mirza. After having tra- 


velled ſeven days toward the point of the 
heavens in which the ſun appears in its 
meridian luſtre, he arrived at Sultan Omar's 
caravanſara. He had often inquired of 
various Faquirs, whom he met on the road, 
if they knew the Sage Mirza? and was 
told by them all, that there was not a Sage 
in the eaſt cauld equal him for wiſdom. 
He was not a little ſurpriſed to find votive 
tablets hung up in almoſt every apartment 
of the caravanſara, to the honour of 
Mirza, by people who had been benefited 
by his wiſdom. The three following were 
written on ſky- coloured ſattin in letters of 
gold. 

God alone is God, and Mahomet is his 
prophet. Nouridden Haſſan, in gratitude 
to the illuſtrious Sage, Mirza; “ for, 
years habituated to vice, he was in one 
hour, by Mirza's wiſdom, made virtuous 


and happy.—Praiſed be God!“ 


„The 
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„The illuſtrious Emir, Ali, favourite 
to the greateſt of Sovereigns, is indebted 
to Mirza for all the happineſs he enjoys- 
Bleſſed be God, and Mahomet the ſeal of 
the prophets,” | 

„ Bleſſed be God, who is the fountain 
of virtue. Be it known to the faithful, 
that Aboul Muſed the Happy is permitted, 
by Mirza, the Sage, to ſtyle himſelf his 

friend. —Praiſed be God for all things.“ 

Judge if reading the laſt tablet was not 
a pleaſure to Selim: he haſtened, and 
turning the head of his camel towards the 
habitation of Mirza, ordering his atten- 
dants to wait till he returned, with double 
Joy he went in ſearch of him. Expecting 
to have found him in a cottage. like retreat, 
he was ſurpriſed, after an hour's travel, to 
ſee before him a magnificent palace; but 
more ſo, when he was told by ſome ſlaves 
whom he met, that therein dwelt their 


maſter, the Sage Mirza. The main build- 
ing 
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ing ſtood on the decline of a hill, thie ſum- 
mit of which was covered with a wood of 
palm-trees : before it, at the diſtance of a 
thouſand paces, ran the great river Eu- 
phrates: between the houſe and the river 
were paſtures, on which were *attle feed- 
ing without number: on the right fide of 
the houſe, as you approached it, were the 
ſtables and granaries; over againſt them 
ſtood the apartments for the domeſtics and 
chief ſlaves: in the front, betwixt the two 
wings, was a large baſon; in the middle 
of it, on a pedeſtal of marble, was Charity. 
repreſented by a ſlave taking off the fetters 
of a horſe that had fallen. Betwixt the 
wood-and the back front of the houſe were 
two more wings: in one of which were 
the baths for the uſe of the family ; the 
other was an hoſpital for the reception of 

diſeaſed men and animals. 
Selim, as he approached the dwelling 
of Mirza, perceived in himſelf a pleaſing 
awe 
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awe he could no ways account for: how- 
ever, he bid the ſlave he found in the portal 
fay, that Selim Abdallah, fon of Aboul 
Muſed, the Happy, waited the. commands 


of the Sage Mirza. He had been but a 


few minutes in a ſpacious hall before 
Mirza appeared, and embracing him, ſaid : 
How happy am I to embrace my friend 
Muſed, in the perſon of his ſon Selim! 
Retire with me, my ſon, to my apartment, 
and thou ſhalt not repent thy taking ſuch a 
journey to Ne me.“ After Selim had 
partaken of a cold collation that was in— 
ſtantly ſerved up, Mirza began as follows: 
* I am not, my ſon, a ſtranger to the 
various occurrences of your paſt life: thou 
art repentant: I ſhall therefore forget that 
thou haſt done amiſs. My friend, thy 
father Muſed (had Haroun Araſchid firſt 
paid the tribute due to mortality), was to 
have paſſed the remainder of his days with 
me: 1 have not been always retired from 
| the 
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the buſy world: thy father deſired me to 
in{trutt thee, and make thee deſerving of 
the preſent 1 mean to beſtow on thee : at- 


tend to my ſtory, which I will tell thee in 


a few words, I ſucceeded my father Aboul 
Caſem as Vizir to Mahonuned, Sultan of 
Balſora. I had not long been Vizir before 
I] became acquainted with the Faquir Myd 
Hamyr: he taught thy father and myſelf 
to have a right notion of virtue; and dy- 
ing ſoon after, promiſed to be my good 
genius, and to direct my every thought. 
1 found him true to his word, and have 
ever obeved the impulſe, little leſs than 
divine, and by that means have long en- 
joyed the title of Sage, I gained honour 
during my adminiſtration as Vizir, and 
immediately aſter the Sultan's death built 
this retreat, and have lived here ever ſince. 
Make virtue the baſis of every action of 
thy life : thy father's ſoul will direct thee; 
obey the impulſe, and behave in ſuch a 

manner 
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manner to every creature, that even thine 
enemies muſt approve of thee: let no 
paſſion be predominant in thy breaſt but 
the: love of God, and univerſal charity to 
all his creatures; be reſigned to the will of 
thy Maker, and let thy prayers rather con- 
ſiſt in thankſgivings than petitions; God 
beſt knows what is for thy good; diftate 
not to him who is all-wiſe: virtue is all in 
all; and in virtue alone conſiſts the wiſ- 
dom I am famed for.“ 

Mirza having finiſhed his diſcourſe, aſk- 
ed Selim for his father's tablets ; and having 
ſtrewed on them ſome aſhes of the root of 
the herb Cotis, there appeared theſe words 
of a pale green colour : 

Bleſſed be God, who has brought to paſs 
that which I wiſhed for: my ſon is vir- 
tuous; my foul is at reſt. Selim, now 
thou haſt taſted the ſweets of virtuous wiſ- 
dom; let not any thing tempt thee to 
deſert it: I, my ſon, will be thy good 

genius, 
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genius, and will direct thee in the right 
way. Claim of Mirza the promiſe he long 
ago made me, and thou wilt be happy. 
Be virtuous, or thou deſerveſt not his 
favour. * I perceive, Selim, ſaid Mirza, 
* thou art at a loſs to know what I pro- 
miſed thy father: it was, that I would 
give to thee my daughter Fatima. Here 
ſhe comes: take her, and make one ano- 
ther happy.” What anſwer could Selim 
give to fo much goodneſs? his every look 
expreſled gratitude ; he had ſeen and loved 
Fatima at Bagdaht, without knowing who 
ſhe was. Fatima, in her perſon, was not 
beautitn}, but entirely agreeable : ſhe had 
a ſenſibility in her look that ſtruck her 
behotders with awe. With Nlirza's no- 
nons of virtue and honour, ſhe had a de. 
hicacy that adapted it to her ſex: ſincerity 
and truth accompanied all her thoughts and 
words. Unconſcious of having done evil, 
ſhe had a checriul ſerenity of temper ; 


every 
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every body that heard her ſentiments ap- 
proved of her, without her ſeeming to 
know 1t: The gave every body the praiſe 
that was their due but herſelf, and was 
fearful of not deſerving the praiſes that were 
be ſtowed on her. With Fatima, Selim 
was the happieſt of men. He was ſome 
time after appointed Grand Vizir of Da- 
maſcus; and having been famed for virtue, 
and bleſſed the people under his care for 
thirty revolutions of the ſun, he retired with 
his fill beloved Fatima to Mirza's habita- 
tion, and ended his days in peace. 
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INDIAN FRIENDSHIP. 
AN ANECDOTE, 


AT a public ſale of negro ſlaves at Santa 
Crus, among the great numbers that Chriſ- 
tian avarice had been either the immediate 
or ſecondary means of placing on a level 
with the cattle daily brought to market, 
were two, each of them apparently about 
the age of thirty, whoſe deportment ſeem- 
ed ſuperior to the reſt. What their rank 
had really been, they with a ſullen dig- 
nity ſeemed reſolved to conceal from every 
one. Yet mingled with a haughty de- 
meanor to all beſides, there appeared in 
every look and action the tendereſt affec- 


tion, and heartfelt attachment to each 
; other. 


When 
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When the captain of the veſſel, which 
had brought them tluther, entered on the 
neceſſary buſineſs of diſtributing theſe 
marketable goods into the proper lots for 
ſale, both ot them, in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
manner, and with an eagerneſs that ſpoke 
more than common feelings, clung round 
his knees, and hung about his garments, 
entreating him only to favour them ſo 
far, as to permit them both to be ap- 
pointed to the ſame lot, by which means 
they might ſerve one maſter, and at leaſt 
enjoy the trifling ſatisfaction of being 
companions even in flavery. But even 
this poor requeſt itſelf, eicher through the 
brutality of their ſaleſman, or from appre— 
henſions of their combining in ſome muti. 
nous deſign, was denied them. 

Yet, earneſt as they ſeemed in their 
deſire, the reſuſal was received with manly 
reſignation by them both ; and when upon 
the point of being delivered to their reſ- 

pective 
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pective maſlers, they only begged the 
leave of a few words with one another, 
permitted out of hearing, though not of 
ſight, of thole they were to ſerve. This 
was allowed them; when, after a few 
minutes converſation, and a cloſe embrace, 
they parted, and were ſent to their reſpee- 
tive ſtations.— Seven days after this tranſ- 
action, they both (as it afterwards ap- 
peared) were miſſing at tlie ſame hour; 
nor were they, though the ſtricteſt ſearch 
was made after them, to be found, till at 
about a week's diſtance, a planter riding 
through a thicket, which lay in the mid- 
way between the two plantations they had 
been deſtined to, ſaw, to his great ſurpriſe, 
two bodies hanging on one tree, locked 
faſt; and folded in each other's arms, em- 
bracing and embraced : which, on inquiry 
made, proved to be theſe faithful, yet del- 
perate friends, 
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Such was the attachment even in death, 
of mortals, formed like ourſelves, with 
ſouls informed with every noble, generous 
ſentiment, and capable of cultivation like 
our own; but whom, with the moſt bar- 
barous oppreſſion, we at our pleaſure de- 
prive of liberty, of like, and even of thoſe 
advantages, Which common humanity in- 
duces us to beſtow upon the mere domeſtic 
brutes, the horſe and the ox. — Hear this, 
ye civilized Europeans ! hear it and bluſh, 
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THE 


AVARICIOUS PUNISHED, 
A CIRCASSIAN HISTORY, 


1— 


DiaR REC, Lord of die fruitful plains 
that lie along the banks of the river Teſhs, 
was deſcended from the moſt ancient fa- 
mily that inhabited the valleys. His houſe 
could boaſt of a longer ſeries of uninterrupt- 
ed beanties than any other in Circafſia, He 
could reckon fourteen maidens of his own 
family, who were all fold into the ſeraglio 
of Iſpahan; ſome of whom had actually 
poſſeſſed the heart of the mighty Monarch 
of Perſia. His anceſtors had grown rich 
by the traffic of beauty, and had left him 


in poſſeſſion of ſuch numerous herds and 
flocks 
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flocks, that they covered the neighbouring 
mountain. 


His riches, however, were not ſuſſicient 


to ſatisfy his avarice. He was ſh} deſi- 
rous of increaſing his acquiſitions, and ſtill 
laboured to augment a fortune already 
greater than he could enjoy. He deſpiſed 
his fellow-mortals, and truſted only in his 
own extenſive poſſeſſions; from them he 
expected pleaſure 1n manhood, and comfort 
in age. He took no pains to cultivate 


friendſhip, and felt more pleaſure in the 


diſtant proſtration of diſtant homage, than 
in the warm embraces of afection blended 
with eſteem, 

Notwithſtanding his pride, he had one 
ſriend that efleemed, and one daughter 
that ſtill loved him. His friend Arcadi 
was juſt, generous, and ſincere. He had 
travelled in ſearch of wiſdom among the 
Bramins, who propagate their harmleſs 
doctrine on the banks of the Ganges ; he 

knew 
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knew the art of commanding armies, and 
of giving laws to men. Zamora, his 
daughter, ſurpaſſed all the maidens of 
Circaſſia in beauty, Her hair that ſhone 
brighter than the gold of Indoſtan; her 
features, that ſeemed to borrow innocence 
from the dove; the blue laſtre of her eyes, 
and the faultleſs delicacy of her perſon, 
all conſpired to render her the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of all the daughters of the eaſt. 
Diarbec ſeemed happy in the converſation 
of the one, and delighted with the inno- 
cent careſſes of the other; he loved them 
both, but he loved his riches better. He 
frequently aſſured his youthful friend, that 
if he could not ſell his daughter to greater 
advantage, and with a proſpect of pre- 


ſiding in the ſeraglio of Perſia, he ſhould 


be preferred; a declaration which Arcadi 
conſidered as an actual promiſe : he loved 


Zamora, and his merit excited the ſame 


paſſion i in her. Every thing ſeemed to be 
conformable 
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conformable to their wiſhes, and a few 
days had completed their union, had not 
2 caravan arrived from Iſpahan to purchaſe 
beautiful women for the Harems of Perſia. 
The merchants, whom former correl- 
pondence had made acquainted with the 
family of Diarbec, - repaired immediately 
to his houſe, and made their firſt appli. 
cation to him. Though Diarbec had no 
great inclination to ſell his daughter, yet 
he had a ftrong defire to know her value. 
He therefore carried the merchants to her 
apartment, in order to examine her merits 
and fix her price. The merchants, whom 
long cuſtom had rendered diſpaſſionate 
judges of beauty, were immediately ſtruck 
with her appearance: they examined her 
with the prying eye of diffidence and diſ- 
truſt; they ſearched for faults,” but could 
not heip commending, Every motion, 
every attitude, and every feature, diſ- 
played the moſt beautiful grace, ſymmetry 
and 
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and proportion: in ſhort, they found her 
worthy to grace the ſeraglio of the Perſian 
Sophi, and even to adorn the ſeat of an 
eaſtern throne. 

Struck with the appearance of ſo much 
beauty and perfection, they preſſed Diar- 
bec to name her price, for the charms of 
Zamora were ineſtimable. An offer ſo 
tar above the moſt extravagant wiſh of his 
unbounded avarice, changed in a moment 
his former reſolution ; and forgetting all 
the ties of parental affection, and the de- 
clarations of affected friendſhip, he deter- 
mined to ſell his daughter; but at the ſame 
time reſolved to make ſo large a demand as 
would conſole him for her abſence, and 
place him far above all the inhabitants of 
the Circaſhan valleys. Accordingly, he 
aſked with confidence a thouſand ſequins 
in gold; but aſked it only to try what they 
would be content to offer. He was there- 
fore aſtoniſhed to find his demand ac- 
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cepted without the leaſt heſitation or de- 
lay. 
The merchants having thus purchaſed the 
beautiful Zamora, took the lovely prize 
from her apartment, and placed her on a 
Perſian camel. In vain ſhe intreated the 
pity of her inexorable father—in vain ſhe 
vowed to make no other thap her dear Ar- 
cad: happy. Deaf to her intreaties, and 
unmoved at her tears, the merchants carricd 
her from the houſe of her avaricious father. 
Her lover, who was ſoon informed of her 
misfortunes, flew to her father, his former 
friend; painted in the moſt lively manner 
the misfortunes that would inevitably attend 
both him and bis daughter, and implored 
redreſs. Diarbec heard his complaint with 
that happy indifference which ſometimes 
ſupports the mind under the commiſſion of 
the moſt atrocious crimes : he heard, pre- 
tended to pity, but failed to relieve. 
The caravan now ſet forward on its 
return 
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4 return to Perſia; for Zamora alone ſeemed 
de. a prize ſufficient to recompenſe their ex- 

penſive and toilſome journey. Her un- 
ne | fortunate lover, who had built all his hopes 
ol future happineſs on the flattering idea of 


a * poſleſling the lovely daughter of Diarbec, 
determined to abandon a country where he 
he 5 could never hope for tranquillity or peace. 

Accordingly he fold his ſmall poſſeſſions in 
uct 5 Circaſſia, and hired himſelf as a camel 
d [> driver to one of the merchants, and re- 


daughter; and at the ſame time his funds 
increaſed by the prodigious ſum he had re- 
ceived from the Perſian merchants; he 
found, or at leaſt fancied he found in his 
riches, a ſuſhcient recompenſe for the loſs 
of his family and friends; and thanked 

D heaven 


” folved in that diſguiſe to reſcue the lovely 
is f Zamora, or periſh in the attempt. 
4 1 In the mean tune, Diarbec triumphed in 
10 the late addition to his fortune; he refleted 
"| with delight, that the expences of his 
: 6 family was leſſened by the abſence of his 
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heaven for indulging him in a profuſion of 
the only bleſſings he eſteemed below. But 
this tranquillity did not long continue; an 
army of Tartars, numerous as the inſeQs 
that ſport in the noon-tide beam, came 
{ſweeping down from the mountains of 
Jarigorod, and covered the whole plains of 


Circaſſia like a flight of locuſts walted by 


the eaſtern breeze. 

Now the riches, the herds, the locks of 
Diarbee, thoſe fleeting treaſures of fortune, 
in which he gloried, became an eaſy prey 
to bands of lawleſs invaders; and his ſer— 
vants, who deteſted the avarice of their 
maſter, refuſing to defend him, he was 
taken priſoner by enemies, whole hearts 
were, if poſſible, greater ſtrangers to the 
feelings of humanity than his own. He 
was now, when too late, convinced, that 
he wanted a friend to aſſiſt him in repelling 
the enemy ; and that even the preſence of 
his daughter would either have mitigated 

the 
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the fury of the enemy, or ſoftened the ſe- 
verity of ſervitude. But it was in vain to 
wiſh for what was not to be found, or to 
endeavour to recal the fleeting moments, 
when he ſacrificed both to his unbounded 
avarice, He now beheld all his ſubſtance 
diſperſed like the ſands that fly before the 
winds on the plains of Bokara, and himſelf 
fold to an Armenian ſhepherd, who em- 
ployed him in tending his flocks at the foot 
of Mount Ararat, where his only portion 
were inceſlant toil, and unſheltered diſtreſs. 
His mind, before a ſtranger to the ſofter 
paſſions of pity and commiſeration, now 
began to acquire wiſdom in the ſchool of 
adverſity: he now reflected on his former 
conduct, and the juſtice of his puniſhment. 
How often did he wiſh to behold once more 
his offended friend and injured daughter. 
He found no relief in reflecting that ſhe 
might perhaps enjoy the ſmiles of ma- 
jeſty, while he himſelf felt the cruel hand 
| D 2 of 
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of an unrelenting maſter, and his hoary head 
bent beneath the weight of ſervitude. He 
was, however, forced to ſupport a burden 
which could not be removed, and bear with — 
misfortunes which could not be mitigated 


by complaints. But time itſelf could not 


reconcile a mind to flavery that had been 
nurſed in the lap of liberty ; he was there- 
fore reſolved to attempt an eſcape the fart 
opportunity, though he well knew that his 
life muſt pay the forfeit of a diſcovery. 

Let us now follow the Circaſhan lovers, 


- whom we left on their journey with the 


Perſian caravan, Arcadi, who had diſ- 
guiſed himſelf in the habit of a ſervant, 
and hired himſelf as a mule-driver in the 
caravan, attended the camel that carned 
the lovely Zamora with aſſiduity and ſilem 
diſtreſs. One night, when he was poſted 
as centinel to watch the caravan, he ſe. 
lected two Arabian courſers, fleeter than 
the wind, and placing Zamora on the one, 
and 
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merchants buried in fleep, and after two 
days, arrived ſafely at Reſchid, a city 


which, though ſurrounded with mighty 


monarchies, claims a peculiar juriſdittion 
to itfelf, 

In this city his great abilities ſoon 
pracured him both honour and eſteem ; he 
was raiſed from one poſt and employed in 


another, till at laſt he became chief go- 


vernor and judge. In this high ſtation his 
integrity and capacity gained him the fa- 
vour of the great, while his humility and 
lenity rendered him the favourite of the 
poor. Twice every day he fat on the ſeat 


. of juſtice, hearing complaints, and redreſ- 


fing grievances; and few came before him 
that were not ſatisfied with the juſtice of his 
deciſions. 

One day as he was thus diſpenſing juſ- 
tice in public, a criminal was brought be- 
fore him, that ſeemed to have been long 

D 3 acquainted 
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acquainted with famine and fatigue. The 
fetter had left on his leg the mark of ſlavery, 
and his hair being lately cut, evidently 
proved that he had fled from his maſter ; 
a crime always puniſhed with death; and 
accordingly, Arcadi was going to pronounce 
the fatal ſentence when the wretched pri- 
ſoner, in an agony of deſpair, cried out: 

© Alla is but one, and Mahomet is his 
prophet! I deſerve to die, for I deſpiſed 
friendſhip, abuſed my parental authority, 
and preferred wealth and poſſeſſions, though 
more fleeting than the morning cloud, to 
domeſtic tranquillity, Were Arcadi or 
Zamora preſent, I could encounter afflic- 
tions with fortitude! Their forgiveneſs 
would ſmooth my paſſage to the grave, I 
could reſign my life with pleaſure in the 
arms of my faithful friend, and deareſt 
daughter. O curſt ambition, wretched 
wealth! to what a miſerable ſtate have you 
reduced the unfortunate Diarbec!“ 
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The Judge heard this exclamation with 
rapture and ſurpriſe. He gazed with aſto- 
niſhment on the miſerable priſoner, and 
beheld in his face the features of the once 
opulent, the haughty Circaſſian, now cloud- 
ed with forrow, and rendered obſcure by 
f.mine and fatigue. Deſcending, there- 
fyre, from his tribunal, he flew to his fa- 
ther; and embraced him with all the fond- 
neſs of a forgiving—ot a faithful friend. — 
Diarbec was loſt in amazement at ſo un- 
expected a ſcene of happineſs and joy; 
but how was he tranſported to hear that 
his lovely daughter was ſtill happy, and in 
his friend's poſſeſſion. But how unable is 
it fully to deſcribe the joy that filled the 
breaſts of this once ambitious Circaſſian 
and his beautiful daughter, at ſo unexpected 
an event. Let it therefore ſufſice to ſay, 
that it can only be equalled in the bowers 
of paradiſe, the happy manſions of tran- 
quillity and joy. 

4 Thus 
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Thus was the condition of Diarbec, 
changed at once from miſery and deſpair 
to happineſs and exultation. The ſentence 
of death which he expected to hear pro- 
nounced from the tribunal of juſtice, turned 
into the kind congratulations of a friend. 
And as Diarbec had learnt in flavery the 
leſſons of wiſdom, of juſtice, of huma- 
nity, he now felt for the afflicted, rejoiced 
in removing the ponderous hand of mis— 
fortune from the . breaſt of the indigent, 
and in defending the poor and needy againſt 
the tyranny of the rich and powerful. He 
was convinced that the paths of virtue were 
the paths of happineſs, and the only ave- 
Bucs that lead to the fountains ol felicity. 


THE 
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AN ARABIAN TALE, 


SADOCK was born in the deſart which 
ſeparates Mecca from Medina: a number 
of charitable perſons had ſettled there, with 
a view to lend aſſiſtance and ſuccour to the 
devout Muſſulmen, who frequently traverſe 
it, in order to viſit the tombs of the pro- 
phet. The charitable ſpirit of the firſt 
fettlers had been perpetuated among the in- 
habitants, their deſcendants; among whom 
Sadock diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal. 
He every day traverſed the deſart to direct 
paſſengers who had loſt their way, and to 
invite thoſe home to his habitation, whom 
fatigue obliged to interrupt their journey, 
and to ſeek refreſhment and repoſe. His 
D 5 charity 
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charity procured him a thouſand bleſſings, 
and the eſteem of his neighbours, who 
conſidered him as a pattern for their imi- 
tation. He was happy, but he did not 
continue fo long. The fight of the wealthy, 
who by chance paſled by his cottage, and 
of the conveniencies which they poſſeſſed, 
at firſt aſtoniſhed him; he admired their 
Rate, fancied that it was ſweet, and failed 
not to deſire it earneſtly; from this mo- 
ment he was agitated with a ſecret unea- 
ſineſs; he ſoon began to murmur and re_ 
pine at his lot, and ceaſed being chari- 
table. 

One day, while he was bitterty bewail- 
ing his miſery, an old man knocked at his 
door, and requeſted alms. *© You will 
meet with an indifferent reception,” faid 
Sadock ; © you might have made a better 
application.“ lonly want an aſylum,” 
an{wered the old man, and the remains 


of your repaſt will ſuffice for me.” Vou 
Will 
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will not find it very plentiful.” „He 
who has but little, can give but little; the 
intentzon renders it valuable; heaven 1s 
the more pleaſed with it, and its.reward 
the more certain.” 1 don't know what 
mine will be; but I have been hoſpitable 
a long while; yet diſtempers ravage my 
flocks, and the ſun withers the fruits in 
my garden, inſtead of ripening them.” 
However, you have ſtill ſomething leſt ; 
Alla has not taken all from you.” He 
is vaſtly kind, indeed: fate is very unjuſt ; 
there are ſo many rich people, who live 
only tor themſelves, and whoſe treaſures 
are continually increaſing. How wretched 
am I.“ You think you are ſo.” Fa- 
ther, examine my condition; ſee my ha- 
bitation ; ſtorms often beat it down, and 
oblige me to build it up again; and it is 
by the ſweat of my brow, that I force 
from the avaritious earth ſome coarſe ali- 


ments. Labour is neceſſary to man; 


D 6 it 


2 — —  — — —— — — = 
* — 2 — - 
- 


84 THE WISHES, 
: 5 


it preſerves his health and ſtrength.” 
„But why am I obliged to labour ?“ 
„Why was you born?“ © In return Taſk 
you, whether life is worth accepting on 
theſe terms.” *© Thy queſtion is an affront 
to Providence : Providence does nothing 
that is not juſt; it watches over our exiſt- 
ence, and 1s always employed about our 
happineſs.” I don't know whether it 


concerns itſelf about mine or not; but in 


my opinion, if it does, it diſcharges its 
duty very indifferently.” © Who could 
manage better in its room?“ * Myſelt,” 
rephed Sadock. 
Immediately the old man vaniſhed, and 
a beautiful youth appeared, with a reſplen_ 
dent countenance, and four brilliant wings : 
he was the good genius of Sadock, 1 
have long,” faid he, heard thy com- 
plaints and murmurings : Alla, ready to 
puniſh thee, remembering thy paſt virtue, 
deigns to pardon thy miſtruſt, and grant 
thee 
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thee thy deſires; regulate your deſtiny; 
try whether you can do more to render 
yourſelf happy than he has done; he has 
permitted me to ſatisfy ſeven of thy 
wiſhes.” Seven, cried Sadock, Ah! 
fulfil but one; I have no more to form.” 
„Don't limit his favour,” replied the 
Genii ; „you might repent it.” Sadock 
did not contend the point, but wiſhed to 
be rich. You ſhall beſo; but to make 
you ſenſible of the value of riches, I would 
have you to acquire them yourſelf, Can you 
write and caſt accounts?“ Ves,“ an- 


ſwered Sadock. Thy fortune is then 


made.“ At theſe words he tranſports 
him to Balſora, and taking the form of a 
Circaſſian lady, preſents him to one of the 
receivers of the Sultan's revenue, The 
lady was too handſome for the perſon 
whom ſhe recommended not to be em- 


ployed. The Genii made him paſs quickly 


through all the humiliations of his new 
e ſtate; 
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ſtate; he ſoon became a perfect financier, 
and his active imagination invented a 
thouſand ſchemes, to multiply the ſums 
levied on the people, without enriching the 
Sultan's treaſury, but himſelf : as ſoon as 
he had thus acquired an immenſe tortune, 
he reſigned his place. 

Sadock now diſplayed the moſt brilliant 
luxury, kept a noble table, had a choice 
ſeraglio, a great number of ſlaves, a ſu- 
perb equipage, and enjoyed all the conve- 
niences and pleaſures which he had fo 
earneſtly hoped for: but he was ſoon f4- 
tiated; the ladies of his ſeraglio were 
charming, but they did not love him; the 
paraſites who. conſtantly ſurrounded his 
table, praiſed the cook, and laughed at the 
maſter. 

The grand Viſier died very ſoon after. 
Sadock wiſhed for his place; the Genii 
was at hand to afliſt him, He made uſe 
of lus power to render the nation happy ; 

but 
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but he was not ſo himſelf. He rewarded 
merit alone, rejected all others, and cre- 
ated a great number of malecontents, who 
exclaimed and diſperſed ſatirical writings 
againſt the new miniſter; at fiſt they 
were diſregarded, but becoming numerous, 
at. length were read, and at laſt made an 
impreſſion. The blind populace, uneaſy, 
inconſtant, accuſtomed themſelves to ri- 
dicule their idol, and ſoon began to de- 
ſpiſe him. Sadock acted entirely for the 
beſt, and diſpleaſed every body. If he 
favoured the great, the people murmured; 
if he relieved the people, the great accuſed 
him to the Sultan of endeavouring to form 
a party. No longer knowing how to act, 
he took a reſolution to reſign, and had the 
chagrin to ſee every body rejoice at his 
reſignation, 

His ſucceſſor engaged his maſter to de- 
clare war againſt the Sultan of Bagdad, in 
order to employ the people and preſerve 
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himſelf in power; the triumphs of the em- 
pire cauſed them to bleſs his adminiſtra- 
tion. Sadock heard with tranſport the 
Sultan's ſucceſs; the joy of the people, 
their acclamations at the news of their 
victory, the praiſes which they laviſhed on 
the General, inflamed his ſoul; he envied 
this kind of glory; doubtleſs it 1s the moſt 
pure; had recourſe to his Genii, and joined 
the army. He ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by his merit, valour, and conduct, and the 
General raiſed him to the higheſt military 
poſts. Sadock acquired great reputation, 
and the love of the troops, the command 
of whom he obtained upon the death of the 
General. His arms were ſucceſsful; he 
defeats the Sultan of Bagdad, conquers his 
kingdom, takes his only daughter priſoner, 
and ſends her to his maſter's court, who, 
out of gratitude, loads him with the ho- 
nours due to a warrior who added a ſecond 


crown to that which he poſſeſſed before. 
| The 
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The Princeſs was young and extremely 
beautiful. Sadock at firſt fell violently in 
love with her; he implored his Genii. 
e adore the Princels,” ſaid he; I can- 
not be happy unleſs I poſſeſs her, and ſhe 
loves and conſents to marry me. Oh! 
Genii, do me this ſervice; it ſhall be the 
laſt I will requeſt of you; happy through 
this marriage, I ſhall have no other wiſh 
to form.” The Genii ſmoothed all difh- 
culties. Sadock demanded the Princeſs, 
as a reward for his ſervices; the Sultan 
granted his requeſt, and the Princeſs, with- 
out reluftance, paſſed into the arms of her 
conqueror. 

While his firſt tranſports laſted, Sadock 
was happy; enjoyment extinguiſhed love; 
he now no longer ſought his wife with his 
former earneſtneſs; the Princeſs perceiv- 
ing him leſs tender, became leſs ſo herſelf; 
and called to mind the nobleneſs of her 
birth, and that her huſband was beneath 
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her; ſhe made him ſenſible of this humi— 
liating circumſtance: he now lamented 
his having married, eſpecially a Princels. 
He could not divorce her like another 
perſon; he pined himſelf away with grief 
and deſpair. His Genu appeared to him 
again. I am very miſerable,” ſaid Sa- 
dock; * is there no remedy to comfort a 
huſband who laments his being ſo ?” 
* Your wife is your own choice,” replied 
the Genii. © I loved her; I was blind, 
but my eyes are now open, —Can nothing 
but death part us?” * You are forbid to 
deſire her's.” © I do not requeſt that of 
you,” anſwered he, fighing; but can 
you do nothing to aſſiſt me?” I can rid 
you of her without cauling her to die, but 
It will expoſe you to great misfortune,” 
* I brave them; there can be none equal 
to the curſe of living with her : ſerve me 
this once, my dear Genii !—ah ! this laſt 
favour will ſurpaſs all the reſt !” - 

| Sadock's 
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Sadock's enemies had long ſtudied his 
ruin. They inceſſantly repeated to the 
Sultan, that it was the higheſt imprudence 
to ſuffer him to poſſeſs a wife, Who had 
pretenſions to the throne of Bagdad, which 
ſhe tranſmitted to her huſband, and which 
ſuch a man as Sadock might make an ad- 
vantage of. The Sultan had at firſt diſre- 
garded this advice; but he now liſtened to 
it, and gave orders to apprehend Sadock, 
An order was ſent to*him, while in priſon, 
to repudiate the Princeſs, whom the Sultan 
himſelf had a mind to marry. Sadock 
ſigned the deed of divorcement with plea- 
ſure, recollecting the good offices of his 
Genii, and was conſoled for his impriſon- 
ment. The Princeſs became Sultaneſs ; 
and in revenge for the contempt of a man 
who had dared to preſume to be her huſ- 
band, prolonged his captivity, and rendered 
it more ſevere. The unhappy Sadock 
ſoon regretted the loſs of his liberty; he 

called 
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called to mind his former life, and the 
bleſſings of Alla, and knew not what to 
wiſh for. However, he invoked his Genii. 
„What do you want?” ſaid the Genu. 
« To conſult you,“ anſwered Sadock: © I 
have been miſtaken hitherto; make me 
happy, if poſſible; I am afraid to inter- 
meddle any more with my deſtiny.” 

I have only one with now remains to 
be fulhiled: chuſe this time, and make a 
good choice,” * Ahl chuſe for me; I 
have hitherto made ſuch bad ones. My 
power does not extend ſo far; the choice 
muſt be your own.” I perceive clearly I 
have been wrong to ſet myſelf in the place 
of Providence,” anſwered Sadock, after a 
long conſideration ; “ I ought to have whol- 
ly truſted myſelf to its care; place me 
again in the cottage from whence you took 
me.” The Genu tranſported him there im- 
mediately. Sadock found his habitation the 
ſame as when he left it; his neighbours 
felicitated 
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felicitated him on his return, and gave him 
the moſt tender and ſincere reception; he 
was affected with their behaviour, and 
reſumed with pleaſure his former occu— 
pations. The very ſame evening, tra- 
verſing the deſart, he waz attrafted by 
loud ſhrieks, that ſeemed to iſſue from the 
edge of a precipice. A wretch ready to 
tumble to the bottom, ſtill held by ſome 
branches, imploring heaven, and certain 
of periſhing as ſoon as his ſtrength ſhould 
fail him. Sadock runs and delivers him, 
not without great difficulty and danger. The 
grateful traveller loads him with bleſſings : 
Sadock hears them, and enjoys a pure plea- 
fure, which he had not taſted for a long 
while; throws himſelf on his knees, adores 
Providence, and returns the Genii thanks. 

To be contented with our condition, what- 
ever it may be, to rely on Providence for 
what is moſt fi“ting for us, is the true ſci- 
ence of happineſs; and what the generality 
of mankind never attain, OSMAN 
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OSMAN AND IRENE; 


OR, 
THE FORCE OF TRUTH. 


AN EASTERN TALE, 


= ======== 


OsMan was the ſon of the Sultan 
Amurath by his favourite Roxana. That 
Princeſs had preſerved ſo unlimited a pow- 
er over the Sultan, that the ſucceſſion of 
her child was held indiſputable. The young 
Oſman, as undoubted heir to the crown, 
was bred up with all that falſe refinement 
which corrupts nature. He was taught 
every polite accompliſhment, but no one 
attempted to implant in his breaſt the 
virtues which add luſtre to a crown. He 


was 
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was inſtructed in the art of defence, but 
he was ignorant of the ſcience of ſubduing 
the paſſions; he had a natural haughtineſs 
and impetuoſity; and the ſubmiſhon of 
fawning ſycophants, added ſtrength to 
thoſe dangerous propenſities. His wiſhes 
were always gratified, but his heart, ever 
a ſlave to novelty, formed new deſires; in 
the purſuit of which, he loft all reliſh for 
the preſent poſſeſſion. With a perſon ca- 
pable of inſpiring love in the moſt inſen- 
ſible heart, his own had never felt the 
tender impreſſion, The Sultaneſs fre- 
quently accuſed him of indifference. “ I 
confels,” anſwered he, there is ſome- 
thing too artificial in the manners of our 
eaſtern women to captivate me, The 
ambitious beauty ſpreads her nets with ſo 
much art as occaſions ſuſpicion, and the 
deſigned prey eſcapes the {nare. My heart 
diſdains to yield to ſuch weak afſfailants: 
I glory in my own iaſenſibility; and ſince 
our 
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our world contains not an object worthy 
of poſſeſling the affections of a Monarch, 
I will ever ſcorn to become the ſlave of 
looſe deſire, or the dupe of female artifice.“ 

Fortified againſt the efforts of beauty, 
he reſiſted not the attacks of ambition. | 
He deſpiſed pleaſure, but he was intoxicated x 
with vanity. He was elated with the 
glitter of pomp; and before he obtained . 
the kingdom, exerted the rights of the | 
Monarch. He contemned flatterers, but | 
he was delighted with adulation. His ſe— 
raglio was filled with the moſt beautiful 
women; for though he was inſenſible to 
their charms, his vanity was ſoothed by 
their poſſeſſion. 

But this undiſturbed tranquillity was at 
laſt interrupted. A tributary to the Sultan | 
refuſed to pay the accuſtomed ſum, and | 
even dared to take up arms againſt his } 
Sovereign. Oſman was deputed General 


of the Sultan's forces, He entirely routed 
the 
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the army, and killed with his own hand 
the audacious Mahmoud. 

Oſman then entered the capital of the 
dominions, and being informed the de- 
ceaſed Prince had left many wives and 
daughters, demanded admittance into the 
ſeraglio, that he might pay to the women 
thole civilities due to their ſex- and rank. 
On his entrance they proſtrated themſelves 
at his feet; he raiſed them, gave them aſ- 
ſurances of his protection, and promiſed to 
place the crown on the head of the eldeſt 
fon of the deceaſed Prince, if he would 
fubmit to the conditions on which his 
father had held it from the Sultan. The 
women, charmed with the behaviour of 
Oſman, would have caſt themſelves at his 
teet, but he prevented them, and only in- 
treated that he might behold their beauties 
freed from thoſe envious veils, which, hke 
light clouds, ſhaded that luſtre they could 
not wholly obſcure. They inflantly com- 
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plied, and his eyes were feaſted with the 
moſt exquiſite workmanſhip of nature. 

Loſt in pleaſing contemplation, he knew 
not where to yield the preference, Love 
at laſt fixed his wandering eye. He be- 
came enamoured with a young woman 
leſs fair than ſome of her competitors ; but 
from whoſe looks beamed ſweetneſs and 
ineffable modeſty: yet, inſpired with an 
awe equal to his paſſion, he concealed it 
for ſome time. Fearing, at length, he 
ſhould be recalled to court, as he had con- 
ciliated a peace on the terms propoſed, he 
determined to confeſs his love. 

He entered the apartment of Irene, ſo 
ſhe was called, and found her alone. A 
ſoft confuſion was viſible in her looks on 
his unexpected appearance. Her cheeks 
glowed with bluſhes like the beams which 
the ſun diffuſes over the weſtern hemil- 
phere._ Oſman tenderly breathed forth 


. his vows at her feet; he allured her he 


was 
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was ſo entirely devoted to her, that he would 
relinquiſh the right their law allowed of 
having many wives, and center all his hap- 
pineſs in her poſſeſſion.“ 

Irene liſtened at firſt with pleaſed at- 
tention; but as he proceeded, a gloomy 
thoughtfulneſs overſpread her brow. Ge- 
ncrous Oſman,” ſaid ſhe, thou couldeſt 
not have reſigned thy heart to any one 
more ſenſible of thy merit than myſelf. 
I owe thee more than life; thou haſt not 
only reſtored the crown my father had 
forfeited, but thou haſt treated us with a 
delicacy ſeldom prattiſed by an eaſtern 
Prince. Thy propoſals to myſelf are 
proofs of thy goodneſs and eſteem for 
Irene. I love thee, O! Oſman ! I have not 
been able to defend my heart againſt the 
tender impreſſion; yet, Prince, there is an 
inſuperable obſtacle to our union. I am a 
chriſtian!” Oſman ſtarted at the ſound ; 


he ſtood ſpeechleſs for {ome time ; at laſt, 
in 
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in a plaintive tone, Ah Irene!” ſaid he, 
% zhat is it thou telleſt me ?—What can 
have allured thee from the true faith ? 
— Oſman,” anſwered ſhe, © thy gene- 
roſity claims an unreſerved confidence: 
among my father's ſlaves was a woman 
who had been taken from pirates, He 
preſented her to me for an attendant. She 
devoted herſelf to me with ſo much tender 
friendſhip, as excited mine. When ſhe 
thought my mind capable of diſtinguiſhing 
the light of reaſon, ſhe influenced me to 
be guided by it. My devotion was no 
longer the reſult of a blind zeal. Taught 
by her, I diſclaimed the errors of my 
youth ; I abjured the religion of Mahomet, 
I have loſt this valuable friend! I endea- 
voured to convert my ſiſters, but they 
would not liſten to my admonitions. Thus, 
O Oſman! have I diſcovered to thee the 
bar that is placed between us. Irene can. 
not be thine; but ſhe will never ceaſe to 
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pray for the converſion and happineſs of 
Oſman.” 

« If,” returned the Prince, © reaſon 
only was to be the judge, and I could 
ſilence the fond pleadings ot love, I would 
liſten to thee; but thou mighteſt enſnare, 
without convincing me. O too Mvely 
advocate !——ought I to hear thee ?—Surely 
none ſhould be deaf to the voice of truth, 
and not even thy enchanting eloquence 
ſhall warp my reaſon; yet, as I approve 
the doctrine of Mahomet, and act pur- 
ſuant to its dictates, am I not juſtified by 
God and my own heart? Why ſhould I 
dive into myſteries which may perplex my 
underſtanding inſtead of exalting my ſenti- 
ments?“ | 

% Reaſon,” anſwered Irene, was 
given thee to be the guide of thy actions: 
I only appeal to her determination, Hadſt 
thou cauſe to fear the ſubtle arguments 
which venality may ſuggeſt, or bigotry 

infuſe, 
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iafuſe, thou mighteſt reſolve to ſilence the 
pleader; but canſt thou ſuſpect Irene of 
an intention to deceive thee? Thou canſt 
not be juſtified to God and thine own 
heart, if thou wilfully ſhutteſt thy ears to 
truth: thou haſt ſufficient penetration to 
trace her inmoſt receſſes; ſhe deals not in 
myſterious refinements; her's are pure ge- 
nuine dittates, flowing from the fountain 
of light; her irradiating beams diſpel the 
miſts of ignorance and ſuperſtition. Pardon 
me, O Oſman! if I tell thee thou muſt 
either reſolve againſt information from a 
motive injurious to thy religion, or from an 
unwillingneſs to awake from the lethargic 
ſlumber of an inattive life.“ 

Who can reſiſt the united force of truth 
and love? Oſman yielded to the influence 
of the former, ſupported by the melting 
perſuaſion ſuggeſted by the latter. -He 
before loved and eſteemed Irene: he now 
conſidered her as his guardian angel, who 


had 
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had chaſed away the clouds of ignorance, 
and enlightened his mind with the diſplay 
of righteouſneſs. A ſacred reverential awe, 
mingled with the tender paſſion, and he 
became incapable of living without her. 
Their hands were joined by a chriſtian 
prieſt, who had been taken priſoner with 
the ſlave of Irene. 

Oſman was ſoon after remanded to 
court. The lovely Irene was received 
there with the ſplendour due to her rank 
and merit; and no one ſuſpected the 
change in the ſentiments of Oſman, That 
Prince became every day more enamoured 
of Irene : her exalted piety, her delicacy 
and engaging ſweetneſs, corrected the im- 
petuous diſpoſition of Oſman. He was no 
longer pleaſed with adulation; nor did he 
arrogate the dignity of the Monarch. Irene's 
ſociety heightened every enjoyment, and 
her love was a charm that diſperſed every 
care. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt Oſman thus indulged a paſſion 
which improved his reliſh for virtue, an 
unexpected event happened at court. The 
Sultaneſs, Roxana, was diſcovered to be 
falſe to the Sultan; and that Prince, whoſe 
paſſions were all as violent as his love, 
immediately baniſhed her from court, and, 
no longer conſidering Oſman as his ſon, 
condemned him to the ſame exile. This 
ſtroke was too ſevere for Oſman to 
ſupport with foriitude; he ſunk under it, 
and was overwhelmed with melancholy. 
Irene, at firſt, endeavoured by ffaring, to 
alleviate his affliftion ; but finding that time 
and her participation ſtrengthened the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm which agitated his 
breaſt, ſhe attempted to reaſon him into a 
calm. 

„My dear Oſman,” ſaid ſhe, tenderly, 
* what is become of the ſubmiſhon thou 
didſt promiſe to the will of that Supreme 
Being, before whom the Princes of the 

earth 
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earth are but vanity? Thou haſt always 
lived in a court, and canft be no ſtranger 
to the viciſſitudes of fortune. I grant that 
thy trial demands fortitude 3 but if Oſman 
exerts his native dignity of foul, he is {till 


* fuperior to the greateſt Monarch. "Thou 


* 1 
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haſt often told me, thou valueſt nothing in 
competition with Irene; — that with Irene 
every fituation would be happy; yet, my 
Prince, I am not ſurpriſed that a perſon, 
intitled to a crown, feels ſome regret at 
parting with his juſt right; but a chriſtian, 


O Oſman! ought not to build bia hap- 


pineſs on ſo unſteady a foundation.“ I 
acknowledge,” anſwered he, that as a 
chriſtian, 1 ought not to indulge affliction, 
and as a lover I am ſtill bleſſed above my 


deſerts: yet Irene, it is as a lover I chietly 


fuffer ; I had pleaſed myſelf with the ex- 
pettation of placing thee, without a rival, 
on a throne, and of ſharing with thee the 
fects of empire. Dreadtul reverſe of 

fortune 
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fortune! The Prince is degraded to a level 
with the meaneſt ſubjett; the heir of a 
kingdom enjoys no other than the common 
privilege of mortality !—He lives, but he 
is debarred the glorious right of ſucceſſion. 

« If, for Irene's ſake, thou affliteſt 
thyſelf,” replied the Princeſs, © let her 
adminiſter conſolation. Happineſs, my 
dear Oſman, does not conſiſt in greatneſs. 
Had I been ambitious of a crown, I had 
grieved at the inſtability of fortune, but 
my heart 1s only attached to Oſman. 
Since Amurath hath not deprived me of thy 
ſociety, I regard the loſs of empire with 
indifference,” 

Excellent woman!” cried he, pal- 
ſionately, I am, indeed, bleſt in thee ; 
but ſay, thou charmer of my ſoul, canſt 
thou, without reluctance, give up the de- 
lightful privilege of making a nation happy ? 
How are thoſe hopes blaſted! And by 
whom? By a King, whote diſtinguiſhing 


attribute 
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attribute ſhould be juſtice, and by a father, 
bound by the ties of nature to conſult my 
happineſs: ſince then he proves unna- 
tural, and a tyrant, what hinders me from 
aſſerting my right, and expelling him from 
the throne he unjuſtly withholds from me ? 
I ſwear to thee, Irene, I have no other 
aim than to promote thine and the people's 
happineſs. 

« How falſely,” anſwered Irene,“ do 
they judge who view objetts through the. 
miſt of paſſion! O Oſman! thou deceiveſt 
thyſelf, —Thou thinkeſt thou art incited to 
aſſume the reins of government by motives 
too laudable to be reſiſted ; but thou art a 
ſtranger to thy own inducements. Thou 
calleſt Amurath unnatural, and a tyrant, 
becauſe, uninfluenced by reaſon and duty, 
he has been wholly guided by his paſſions ; _ 
yet thou wouldeſt not ſcruple to dethrone 
thy father; thou meaneſt, thou telleſt me, 
only the happineſs of the nation ; but 
| win 
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with what ſpecious colourings do we at. 
tempt to conceal, even from ourſelves, the 
deformity of vice? It 1s not by trampling 
on the private duties of life thou canſt en- 
joy the heartfelt ſatis faction of ſecuring a 
nation's welfare. Doſt thou not ſhudder, 
Oſman ! when I tell thee, thy views do 
not extend to the happineſs of the ſubject, 
but are bounded by the poſſeſſion of the 
crown, elfe hadſt thou not dared even to 
think of lifting thy ſword againſt thy fa- 
ther. How infatuated is he who forfeits 
real bliſs for the mere ſhadowy charms of 
greatneſs. The true chriſtian 1s uniformly 
good: he rejetts not the duties which in- 
terfere with his paſſions, whilſt he com- 
plies with others which require no ſacri— 
fice, but is ſteady in the practice of all. 
Forgive, my dear Oſman!” continued the 
Princeſs, the warmth with which 1 ſpeak : 
it proceeds from a love anxious for thy 
temporal and eternal happineſs. Remem- 
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ber, O Oſman! it is not the ſenſual para- 
diſe of Mohammed that is to be the re- 
ward of a chriſtian: ſhake off then the 
droſs of earthly paſſions, and learn to reſine 
thy affections. In this ſtate of probation 
and trial, let us practiſe till we become 
enamoured of true religion. Think not I 
am inſenſible to the glorious advantage of 
diffuſing happineſs; nor that I contemn 
the throne thou wouldſt perſuade me to 
ſhare with thee; but an exaltation, even 
when founded on virtue, is dangerous :— 
what then muſt that be to which we af. 
cend by the ſteps of vice? Ceaſe, O Oſman! 
to lament the ſtation from which thou art 
fallen. Thou art deprived of the means 
of doing extenſive good. Thou knoweſt 
not, O Prince! how fatally thou mighteſt 
have abuſed that power. Let this reflec- 
tion calm thy diſquietude; it is not thy 
own imprudence, but the will of Omni- 
potence, which has deprived thee of the 
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crown. — Submit without a murmur.— 
Thus the lips of Irene breathed forth 
inſtruction. 

Oſman found every uneaſy emotion 


ſubſide whilſt he liſtened to his lovely 


monitreſs; and, overcome by the irreſiſti- 
ble power of truth, he yielded to its ſecret 
dictates: his eyes, which had been fixed 
on the earth, were now raiſed to heaven, 
and, on his knees, he returned thanks to 
the Deity for awakening him from his 
dream of deſpondency: he then, at Irene's 
feet, painted, in the moſt lively expreſ- 
lions, his gratitude and tenderneſs. He 
intreated her to remind him daily of the 
duty of reſignation; for though he was 
now a convert to the ſolemn truths ſhe 
had uttered, he feared he might otherwiſe 
again plunge into the gulph of illaudable 
ambition, or be overwhelmed by the tor- 
rent of undeſerved misfortunes. Oſman, 


relieved from the weight which had lately 
oppreſſed 
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oppreſſed his mind, and convinced of the 
efficacy of chriſtianity, was now capable 
of taſting the ſweets of that retirement 
which had ſeemed the grave of every joy. 


Purified by adverſity, and devoted to the. 


doctrines of religion, he paſſed his days in 
the moſt undiſturbed tranquillity. 

Thus bleſt with that happineſs heaven 
beſtows on true goodneſs, Oſman and 
Irene ever retained imprinted on their 
hearts theſe truths :—* That it is by no 
means eſſential to real happineſs to att a 
conſiderable character on the ſtage of this 
world, but to pertorm properly the part 
which is allotted by a Being infinitely 
wiſe, good and powerful; and that virtue 
conſiſts not in the diſcharge of particular 


duties only, but in the conſtant regular 


exerciſe of all the dictates of chriſtianity.” 
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IN the reign of Jenghir Can, conqueror 
of the caſt, in the city of Samarcand, 
lived Nouradin, the merchant, renowned 
throughout all the regions of India for 
the extent of his commerce, and the inte- 
grity of his manners. His warehouſes 
were filled with all the commodities of 
the remoteſt nations; every rarity of na- 
ture, every curioſity of art, whatever was 
valuable, whatever was uſeful, haſtened to 
his hands. The ſtreets were crouded with 
his carriages, the ſea was covered with hi: 
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tips, the ſtreams of Oxus were wearied 
with conveyance, and every breeze of the 
ky wafted wealth to Nouradin. | 

At length Nouradin felt himſelf ſeized 
with a ſlow malady, which he firſt endea- 
voured to divert by application, and after- 
wards to relieve by luxury and indulgence; 
bat finding his ſtrength every day leſs, he 
was at laſt terrified, and called for help 
upon the ſages of phyſic; they filled his 
apartments with reſtoratives and eſſential 
virtues: the pearls of the ocean were dif. 
folved; the ſpices of Arabia were diſtilled, 
and all the powers of nature were employed 
to give new ſpirits to his nerves, and new 
baiſam to his blood. Nouradin was, for 
fome time, amuſed with promiſes, invi- 
gorated with cordials, or ſoothed with 
anodynes ; but the diſeaſe preyed upon his 
ritals, and he ſoon diſcovered, with indig- 
nation, that health was not to be bought. 
He was confined to his chamber, -deſerted 
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by his phyſicians, and rarely viſited by his 
friends; but bis unwillingneſs to die flatter- 
ed him long with hopes of life. 

At length, having paſſed the night in 
tedious languor, he called to him Alma- 
moulin, his only ſon; and having dil. 
miſſed his attendants, * My ſon,” ſays 
he, * behold here the weakneſs and fra- 
gility of man ;—look backward a few days, 
thy father was great and happy, freih as 
the vernal roſe, and ſtrong as the cedar of 
the mountain; the nations of the eaſt drank 
his dews, and art and commerce delighted 
in his ſhade: Malevolence beheld me, 
and ſighed; his root, ſhe cried, is fixed in 
the depths; it is watered by the fountains 
of Oxus; it ſends out branches afar, and 
bids defiance to the blaſt; prudence re- 
clines againſt his trunk, and proſperity 
dances on his top. Now, Almamoulin, 
look upon me withering and proftirate— 


look upon me and attend. I have trat- 
ficked, 
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ficked, I have proſpered, I have rioted in 
gain; my houſe 1s ſplendid, my ſervants 
are numerous; yet I diſplayed only a 
ſmall part of my riches; the reſt, which 
I was hindered from enjoying by the fear 
of raiſing envy or tempting rapacity, I 
have piled in towers; I have buried in 
caverns; I have hidden in ſecret repoſi- 
tories, which this ſcroll will diſcover. My 
purpoſe was, after ten months more ſpent 
in commerce, to have withdrawn my wealth 
to a ſafer country; to have given ſeven 
years to delight and feſtivity, and the re- 
maining part of my days to ſolitude and 
repentance ; but the hand of death is upon 
me; a frigorific torpor incroaches upon 
my veins ; I am now leaving the produce 
of my toil, Which it muſt be thy buſineſs 
to enjoy with wiſdom,” The thought of 
leaving his wealth filled Nouradin with 
ſuch grief, that he fell into convulſions, 
became delirious and expired. 

E4 Almamoulin, 
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Almamoulin, who loved his father, was 
touched awhile with honeſt ſorrow, and ſat 
two hours in profound meditation, without 
peruſing the paper which he held in his 
hand. He then retired to his chamber, as 
overborne with affliftion, and there read 
the inventory of his new poſſeſſions, which 
ſwelled his heart with ſuch tranſports, that 
he no longer lamented his father's death. 
He was now ſufficiently compoſed to order 
a funeral of modeſt magnificence, ſuitable 
at once to the rank of Nouradin's profel- 
ſion, and the reputation of his wealth. 
The two next nights he ſpent in viſiting 
the tower and the caverns, and found the 
treaſures greater to his eye than to his ima- 
gination. 

Almamoulin had been bred to the prac- 
tice of exact frugality, and had often looked 
with envy on the ſinery and expences of 
other young men; he therefore believed 
that happineſs was now in his power, ſince 

he 
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he could obtain all of which he had hi- 
therto been accuſtomed to regret the want, 
He reſolved to give a looſe to his deſires, 
to revel in enjoyment, and feel pain or 
uneaſineſs no more. 

He immediately procured a ſplendid 
equipage, dreſſed his ſervants in rich em- 
broidery, and covered his horſes with 
golden capariſons. He ſhowered down 
ſilver on the, populace, and ſuffered their 
acclamations to {well him with inſolence. 
The nobles ſaw him with anger ; the wiſe 
men of the ſtate combined againſt him; 
the leaders of armies threatened his de- 
ſtruction. Almamoulin was informed of 
his danger ; he put on the robe of mourn- 
ing in the prefence of his enemies, and 
appeaſed them with gold and gems, and 
ſupplications. 

He then ſought to ſtrengthen himſelf by 
an alliance with the Princes of Tartary, 
and offered the price of kingdoms for a 
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wife of noble birth. His ſuit was gene- 
rally rejected, and his preſents refuſed ; 
but a Princeſs of Aſtracan once conde- 
ſcended to admit him to her prelence. 
She received him fitting on a throne, attired 
in the robe of royalty, and ſhining with 
the jewels of Golconda; command ſparkled 
in her eyes, and dignity towered on her 
forehead. Almamoulin approached and 
trembled; ſhe ſaw his contuſion, and diſ- 
dained him; © How,” ſays ſhe, © dares 
the wretch hope my obedience, who thus 
ſarinks at my glance ?—Retire, and enjoy 
thy. riches in ſordid oftentation : thou 
waſt born to be wealthy, but never to be 
great,” 

He then contracted his deſires to more 
private and domeſtic pleaſures : he built 
palaces; he laid out gardens; he changed 
the face of the land; he tranſplanted foret}s ; 
he levelled mountains; opened proſpetts 
into diſtant regions; poured rivers from 
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the tops of turrets, and rolled their waters 


through new channels. 


Theſe amuſements pleaſed him for a 


time, but languor and wearineſs ſoon in- 


vaded him. His bowers loſt their fra- 
grance, and the waters murmured without 
notice, He purchaſed large tracts of land 
in diſtant provinces, adorned them with 
houſes of pleaſure, and diverſified them 
with accommodations for different ſeaſons. 
Change of place at firſt relieved his ſatiety, 
but all the novelties of fituation were ſoon 
exhauſted ; he found his heart vacant, and 
his deſires, for want of external objects, 
ravaging himſelf. 

He therefore returned to Samarcand, and 
ſet open his doors to all thole whom idle- 
nels ſends out in ſearch of pleaſure. His 
tables were always covered with delicacies; 
wines of every vintage ſparkled in his 
bowls, and his lamps ſcattered perfumes, 
The ſound of the lute, and the voice of 
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the ſinger, chaſed away ſadneſs: every 


hour was crowded with pleaſure, and the 
day ended and began with feaſts and 
dances, revelry and merriment. Alma- 
moulin cried out, ** I have at laſt found 
the uſe of riches; I am ſurrounded with 
friends who view my greatneſs without 
envy, and I enjoy at once the raptures of 
popularity, and the ſafety of an obſcure 
ſtation. What trouble can he feel whom 
all are ſtudious to pleaſe, that they may be 
repaid with pleaſure ? What danger can he 
dread to whom every man is a friend?“ 
Such were the thoughts of Almamoulin, 
as he looked down from a gallery upon the 
gay aſſembly regaling at his expence; but 
in the midſt of his ſoliloquy, an officer. of 


juſtice entered the houſe, and, in the form 


of a legal citation, ſummoned Almamoulin 
to appear before the Emperor. The gueſts 
ſtood awhile aghaſt, then ſtole impercep- 


tibly away, and he was led off without a 
triend 


THE UNHAPPY MAN. 121 


3 * 


friend to witneſs his integrity. He now 
found one of his moſt frequent viſitants 
accuſing him of treaſon in hopes of ſharing 
his confiſcation; yet unpatronized and un- 
ſupported, he cleared himſelf by the open- 
neſs of innocence, and the conſiſtence of 
truth: he was diſmiſſed with honour, and 

his accuſer periſhed in priſon, 
Almamoulin now perceived with how 
little reaſon he had hoped for juſtice or 
fidelity from thoſe who live only to gratify 
their ſenſes; and having wearied himſelf 
with vain experiments upon life, and fruit- 
leſs ſearches after felicity, he had recourſe 
to a ſage, who after ſpending his youth 
in travel and obſervation, had retired from 
all human cares, to a ſmall habitation on 
the banks of Oxus, where he converſed 
only with ſuch as ſolicited his counſel. 
Brother,“ ſaid the philoſopher, thou 
haſt ſuffered thy reaſon to be deluded by 
idle hopes, and fallacious appearances. 
Ve >. Having 
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Having long looked with deſire upon riches, 
thou haſt taught thyſelt to think them 
more valuable than nature deſigned them, 
and to expect from them what experience 
has tauglit you, they cannot give. That 
they do not confer wiſdom, thou mayeſt 
be convinced by conſidering at how dear a 

price they tempted thee at thy firſt entrance 
into the world, to purchaſe the empty 
found of vulgar acclamation. That they 
cannot beſtow fortitude or -magnanimity, 
that man may be certain who ſtood 
trembling at Aſtracan before a being not 
naturally ſuperior to himſelf. That they 
will not ſupply unexhauſted pleaſure, the 
recollection of forſaken palaces and neg- 
Jetted gardens will eaſily inform thee. 
That they cannot purchaſe friends, thou 
didſt ſoon diſcover, when thou wert left 
to ſtand thy trial uncountenanced and 
alone, Yet think not riches uſeleſs ; there 


are f e to which a wiſe man may be 
delighted 
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delighted to apply them ; they may, by a 
rational diſtribution, eaſe the pains of help- 
leſs diſeaſe; ſtill the throbs of reſtleſs 
anxiety; relieve innocence from oppreſ- 
ſion, and raiſe impotence to cheerfulneſs 
and vigour. This they will enable thee to 
perform, and this will afford the only hap- 
pineſs ordained for our preſent ſtate, the 
confidence of divine favour, and the hope 
of future rewards,” 
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MEHEMET having received his birth 
amidſt the moſt abject poverty, the moſt 
laborious induſtry in his mean calling 
ſcarce afforded him even a ſcanty ſubſiſt- 
ence for himſelf ; an aged father likewiſe 
lay upon him: he ventured, however, to 
take a female helpmate: to her he com- 
mitted the care of his father, and of the hut 
which ſheltered them. Every evening, at 
the concluſion of his labour, he uſed to 


return ſtrait home, and, with a Kiſs, put 
lus 
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his earnings into her lap. Fatima, the 
name of his conſort, ſoon brought him a 
ſon. Mehemet, in the midſt of the joy 
this birth gave him, the hardſhips and diſ- 
treſſes which his child was, in the common 
courſe of things, to undergo, roſe in his 
mind, accompanied with a moſt pungent 
anxiety, He had, till then, known no- 


thing of ambition; now he is ardently 


deſirous of procuring him a more happy ſi- 
tuation. To this, ſome wealth, as the 
means ol eaſe, was requiſite ; but of that, 
with ſuch {lender earnings as his, there was 
no manner ot proſpett. 

Whilſt he was taken up with theſe diſ- 
tracting ideas, his eyes happened to fall on 
his father; now, through age, unable to 
furniſh his contingency towards the fa- 
mily expences. Then it was Mehemet, 
for the firſt time, perceived that he was a 
burthen to him, which laid him under an 


utter impoſſibility of making any favings: 
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he now looked upon him only as a peeviſh 
infirm old man, continually murmuring, 
and requiring the moſt diligent attendance. 

He forgot his great right to require it; 
and being a father, he no longer remember- 
ed that he was likewiſe a ſon. 

The munificence and devotion of the 
Sultans had founded public aſylums for the 
relief of indigent old age. The opulence 
of theſe hoſpitable receptacles was publicly 
known, but little benefit did the poor reap 
from it. The treaſures, appropriated to 
charity, avarice had diverted to very dif- 
ferent objects. It was with deſpair and 
trembling that any wretch, reduced to make 
theſe abodes his refuge, went to them, 
having nothing before his eyes for the re- 
mainder of his melancholy days, but diſ- 
treſs, hardſhip, and inſult, which would 
naturally abridge them. 

* Mehemet, who, amidſt his meanneſs 


and poverty, would ſhudder at the ſight of 
thele 
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theſe manſions, now recollected that his 
father was a proper object for admittance. 
Thus, eager to rid himſelf of trouble and 
expence, and poſſibly ſoured by ſome of 
the caprices uſual to longevity, and that 
peeviſhneſs which ſticks ſo cloſe to diſqui- 
etude and infirmities, he flatly told his 
father that he muſt ſeek him another 
dwelling. 

The hoary father anſwered only with 
tears and ſighs, Mehemet, knowing him 
unable to follow him, took him on his 
ſhoulders, and ſet out towards the recep- 
tacle of decrepit poverty. The way being 
long and fatiguing, he was, with all his 
vigour, obliged to reſt, and depoſiting his 
burden at the corner of a ſtreet, he ſat down 


by his fide. 


The old man, on being carried out of 
his houſe, burſt into a flood of tears, ac. 
companied with violent ſobs and groan- 
ings; but here all his convulſions ſuddenly 

ceaſed. 
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ceaſed. He appeared for ſome moments 
wrapped up in penſiveneſs, till leaning 
towards his ſon, and claſping him in his 
arms, I forgive you,” ſaid he; this 
treatment of your's is no more than I 
have deſerved ; I receive it with a re— 
ſigned acknowledgment of its juſtice: God 
ſees to the very bottom of our hearts ; to 
him are our moſt ſecret motions known; 
he keeps an exact regiſter of all our ac- 


tions; and, in time, his time 1s ever the. 


beſt, rewards or puniſhes them. Forty- 
five years ago, aud in this very month, 
added he, did I carry your grandfather to 
this very ſame abode, whither you are 
now carrying me. I was ungrateful; 
you are {o; your ſon, perhaps, may prove 
ſo. God is righteous—bleſſed be his holy 
name!“ At theſe words he proſtrated 
himſelf on the ground; and kiſſing it with 
fervent devotion, humbled himſelf before 
the Being of beings, ſo adorable in the 
depths of his diſpenſations. Me- 
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Mehemet liſtened with increaſing aſto- 
niſhment, A beam of light darted into 
his ſoul; he was unable to anſwer; but, 
taking his aged father again on his back, 
he returned home with him, ſcarce ſenſible 
of any weight. Now ſtricken with horror 
at the deſign to which his avarice had 
prompted him, he expreſſed his repentance 
by overflowing tenderneſs, and moſt aſſi- 
duous care. His father now was no longer 
any burthen or vexation to him; he be- 
came more alert in buſineſs ; his gains in- 
creaſed, and every thing proſpered with 
him, which, with time and good manage- 
ment, procured him the eaſy ſtation on 
which his heart had been ſo ſtudiouſly fix- 
ed; and he remarkably experienced, that 
heaven never fails rewarding filial affection, 
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AN EASTERN TALE, 


ASSAN was the ſon of an Emir, in Boſ- 
ma: gracetulneſs and beauty joined to 
embelliſh his perſon; and his mind was 
not deſtitute of ſweet accompliſhments. 
The fire of his ſoul might be ſeen in his 
eyes; yet was it of a nature rather to 
pleaſe than dazzle the beholders. Ambi- 
tion puſhed him into the Sultan's army ; 
he greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſeveral 
engagements, and merited and enjoyed 

the 
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the favour of Sultan Ibrahim: he was 
promoted to the command of a large body 
of Janiſaries, and ſtationed at Conſtanti— 
nople, to be near his maſter. He vainly 
imagined honours would make him happy; 
and that he was now in a fair way to attain 
the ſummit of glory. But behold! all his 
hopes were in a moment blaſted; the Ja- 
niſaries roſe, and murdered his beloved 
maſter; and it was with the greateſt dif- 
ficulty he eſcaped with his life. Aſſan 
was undeceived; honours had now no 
charms for him; he went, therefore, in 
ſearch of wealth, as the ſource of content- 
ment. He ſold the jewels he had con- 
trived to ſave from the wreck of his for- 
tune; and going to Aleppo, veſted his 
' whole ſtock in merchandiſe. 

Aſſan carried on, for ſome years, a con- 
ſiderable traſſic; he grew rich apace, and 
enjoyed every luxury the eaſt could afford : 
his haram was filled with the faireſt wo- 


men 
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men of Circaſſia, and his table was crouded 
with the ſpices of Arabia: his houſe was 
magnificent, being built of cedar ; and his 
furniture was the work of the moſt cele- 
brated artiſts. Aſſan thought himſelf now 
in a right train; moſt things were within 
his power, and he failed not to enjoy them 
all: but Aſſan unfortunately was too ſan- 
guine in his hopes. The evening ſaw him 
repoſed gn a magnificent ſofa; but he was 
in the morning an outcaſt, without a place 
wherein to ſhelter . himſelf from the incle- 
mency of the heat. 

The Baſha had long ſeen his riches with 
a greedy eye, and taking occaſion to ac- 
cuſe him of high crimes, ſeized on all his 
poſſeſſions: Aſſan had no remedy in his 
power; yet did he wiſh to vindicate his 
character from imputed ſlander, fully ſen- 
ſible that his riches only had been the occa- 
ſion of his ruin,—He ſet out for Conſtan- 


tinople, meaning to throw himſelf at the 
| Sultan's 
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Sultan's feet, and aſk of him the juſtice 
that was ſo much his due. When he 
came thither, to his inexpreſſible joy, he 
found that his old friend, Alt Suza; was 
lately made Vizir Arem; he flew to him, 
and was received with open arms; but, on 
mentioning the cauſe of his voyage, his 
friend told him, that the Sultan had already 
fent a mute, with an order for the Baſha's 
head. Suza adviſed him to put up with 
his loſs, and got him immediately appointed 
Boſtangi Aga. Aſlan now thought him- 
ſelf happy indeed; the gardens of the ſe- 
raglio were under his care, and he had 
opportunit;es enough of amuſing himſelf 
in a kind of elegant, yet not unimportant 
retirement. His power in the divan was 
great; but he exerted it only to promote 
the happineſs of the good, This was the 
ſecond time he tried if honour would give 
him content and eaſe: he enjoyed both 
indeed for a time; but what was bis grief 

and 
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and ſurpriſe, when, one morning early, a ti 
page of the ſeraglio came to inform him, {i 
that his friend Suza was ſtrangled, and that 1 


himſelf was baniſhed to the confines ot 

Servia. Cruel change! in appearance : < 
yet mindful of the precepts of the Koran, h 
Aſſan was reſigned, and ſubmitted to his 9 
fate without repining. He arrived at his 9 


| 
4 
1 
| 
I 


deſtined abode, and found there a houſe t 
ſcarcely fit to defend him from the weather, 8 
and a large tract of ground that had never \ 
been wounded with either plough or harrow. 
Aſlan had ſeen as yet but thirty ſummers ; | 


he was vigorous, ſtrong, and healthy; he | 
apphed with diligence to the affairs of | 
huſbandry, and endeavoured to improve | 
| by cultivation, what he found a mere 
| Waſle. 

His thoughts were now continually em- 
ployed on his farm, and he firſt began to 
| perceive the dawn of true happineſs. In a 
very few years the face of nature was en- 
1 tirely 


THE REWARDS OF RESIGNATION. 133 


— 
SS —„— 
— — 


tirely changed: his ground, now improved, 
ſupplied all his wants, and he regretted not 
the loſs of his riches, or honours. 

Day paſſed after day in a ſerene tran- 
quillity, and by being maſter of his paſſions, 
he had no deſires but what were eaſily 
gratified. Experience had taught him to 
diſtruſt fortune; yet he flattered himſelf 
that he was now on the road to content, 
Social converſe ſeemed to be all he wanted; 
wonderful are the ways of Providence, 
which, by the moſt unexpected means, 
contributes to our happinels. Aſſan one 
day ſaw a derviſe approaching his habt- 
tation: hoſpitality prompted him to meet 
the venerable ſage, and invite him to a 
repaſt ; but how great was his ſurpriſe— 
how inexpreſlible his joy, when he found 
in him his long loſt friend Ali Suza, who 
had, by means of a timely bribe, eſcaped 
the hands of the meſſengers ot death. 

Aſlan, to the joys of retirement, had 

now 
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now added thoſe of friendſhip : he thought 
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he had nothing to wiſh for, or hope in this 
life: tears of unfeigned ſausfattion added 
beauty to his countenance, and he looked 
and ſpoke like one contented with his lot: 
but truer and more complete happineſs was 
ſtill in reſerve for kim. Suza retired tor 
about an hour, and returned with the all- 
accompliſhed Fatima in his hand. He beſ- 
towed on Allan the daughter of his affec- 
tions, wiſhing ſhe might make him as hap- 
py as her mother, the amiable Zara, had 
done himſelf, Allan was enchanted with 
the preſent; he knew us value, and was 
thankful accordingly. He now found, after 
many experimental ſcenes in the ſpace of a 
few years, that love, friendſhip, and a vir- 
tuous retirement, are the true ſources of 


earthly happinels, 
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SOPHIA and Aurelia were ſiſters, of 
ſmall fortunes, and the offspring of a couple 
who had more goodneſs than wiſdom. 
They were near of an age, and educated 
in common, but ſtill with a diſtinction 
which created different views, from a diſ- 

parity that was apparent in their perſons. 
Sophia was beautiful in her form as well 
as features, which were carly the inſpirers 
ot that kind of flattery from  beholders, 
that has a tendency to the miſleading of 
judgment. Continual admiration was the 
inſpirer of common vanity in both the 
parents and daughter, who were eaſily 
brought 
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brought to believe, that beauty compre- 
hended all merit, and entitled its poſſeſſors 
to all advantages. Full of this opinion, 
the parents as well as daughter thought that 
to be ſeen would be ſufficient to ſucceed. 

With this view Sophia was prepared for 
gay life, and her ſmall fortune deſtined to 
the ſupport of a recommendatory appear- 
ance. She was introduced into company, 
became extenſively acquainted, appeared 
much in public, and was generally ad- 
mired. 

Outwardly careſſed by the giddy and 


indiſcreet of her own ſex, and flattered and 


followed by the empty and idle part of 


the other, ſhe grew vainly inconliderate; 
was at all public places, and for ever ſur- 
rounded by a cluſter of coxcombs. Made 
cheap by indiſcretion, ſhe at length became 
lighted. The moſt prudent of her vota- 
ries withdrew their approbation ; and all 


| 2dmiration decayed, from the frequency 


of her appearance, Her 
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Her parents by degrees grew convinced 
of their miſtake, and would have altered 
their conduct ; but it was then too late, 
Sophia's love of pleaſure was become 
ſtrongly rooted in her heart; ſhe had no idea 
of happineſs but in public adoration ; and 
was reſolved, at all events, to indulge that 
delight. Means, however, becoming ex- 
hauſted at home, ſhe was neceſſitated to 
book out for them elſewhere : accordingly, 
in deſpcration, ſhe catched at a debauchee 
of fortune, and, in order to continue mak- 
ing a figure, ſhe married the man whom, 
of his whole ſex, ſhe moſt heartily de- 
ſpiſed. | 
In ſuch a ſituation, ſhe naturally ſought 
ker happineſs more than ever abroad, 
wich as naturally created jealouſy and 
diſguſt in one who knew life, and was 
fenfible of his own imperfections, Theſe 
produced more diſtaſteful circumſtances to 


Increaſe her unhappineſs at home, from 
which 
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which her high ſpirit prompted her to 
ſeek refuge in more indiſcretions abroad. 
In fine, her Argus was fo watchful, that 
he ſurpriſed her when ſhe leaſt expected it. 
A ſeparation followed, and the diſgrace 
hurried her, through haughtineſs and deſ- 
peration, into open proſtitution. This ſoon 
broke the hearts of her parents, and in- 
volved her in miſery, that brought her days 


to a ſpeedy end. Such were the adven- 


tures of intoxicated beauty, relying too 
ſtrongly on the chance of good fortune. 
Aurelia, her ſiſter, was brought up to 


humbler views. Having a perſon that was 


but paſſable, though neither ugly nor de- 
formed, ſhe was inſtrufted to depend on 
merit for her higheſt recommendation, 
and allo to pitch her hopes at a leſs exalted 
height. An early ſtate: of mortification, 
from the ſuperior notice taken of her ſiſter, 
proved that ſchool of adverſity to her, 
which, when rightly improved upon, 1s the 
per fecter 
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perfecter of a good mind. Made to be- 
heve ſhe could not appear abroad to her 
advantage, fhe ſought for ſatisfaction at 
home in domeſtic employments; and, by 
making reading a frequent amuſement, ſhe 
much enriched her mind; fo that ſhe be. 
came amiable in conduct, and highly en- 
tertaining: nay, inſtructive in converſa- 
tion, but ſo modeſt as to be without any 
of that affectation of knowledge, which is 
deemed ſo diſtaſteful in women. Such were 
the fruits of that fortunate humility, which 
her ſiſter's ſuppoſed fuperior excellence 
had occationed her being taught. 

Talents fo truly valuable, and a diſpo- 
ſition ſo recommendatory, could not fail of 
attracting obſervation from thoſe who made 
reaſon the director of their judgments. 
Sober men all approved, and ſober women 
all eſteemed her; nay the very rakes de- 
clared, they ſhould prefer Sophia for a miſ- 
treſs, but Aurelia for a wile, 


At 
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At length a worthy young trade{man ot 
credit and fortune, who had ſenſe enough 
to diſtinguiſh between happineſs and plca- 
ſure, approved of her perſon, from an ad- 
miration of her mind and conduct; and 
ſoon rendered himſelf ſo agreeable, as to 
become the maſter of her heart. Their 
marriage was celebrated with general appro+ 
bation : for even Sophia was officiouſly free 
enough to declare, that her fiſter's match 
was as good an one as ſhe had reaſon to ex- 
pect. 

Aurelia's excellent accompliſhments and 
conduct had all the effects which they 
ought to have on a good huſband. They 
excited his fulleſt attentions to her, and to 
their mutual intereſts, They added ardour 
to his induſtry, and even made application 
delightful to him. Her converlation, at- 
tention, and endearments, were the conti- 
nual ſources of his delights, and her merits 
were ſufſicient to make her perſon appear 
. charming 
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charming to him. With a conſtant rivalry 
of endeavours which ſhould beſt diſcharge 
their reſpective duties, and be moſt obliging 
to each other, they found their fortune and 
reſpect increaſe proportionably with their 
happineſs, till, with a numerous and hope- 
ful iſſue, they ſaw great affluence crown 
their years, and died, near together, in the 
extremity of age, alter a life of uninterrupt- 
ed felicity, and with univerſal approbation, 
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Nor far from the capital of Anacan, 
one of thoſe numerous ſtates amongſt 
which the extenſive regions of India are 
divided, lived Kalem, the fon of Maſ— 
ſouma, ſirnamed the Rich. From his ſire 
he inherited conſiderable poſſeſſions, the 
ſilver ſtream Martaban ran through the 
verdant plains whereot he was owner, and 
the numerous flocks and herds with which 
they were covered, fully proved the wealth 
of Kalem to all travellers who paſſed 
through that country, But Katem de- 
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lighted not in rural pleaſures or occupa— 
tions: he left the care of his eſtate to 
Coulouf, his ſteward, and choſe Anacan 
for his conſtant place of reſidence, pre- 
ferring the crowd and hurry of a city, to 
the tranquillity and retirement which he was 
but little qualified to enjoy, his mind being 
uninſtructed, and his paſhons unruly. 

He had not lived long at Anacan, when 
Gulbare took poſſeſſion of his heart, her 
beauty being, in a particular manner, 
ſuited to his taſte, Her hair was blacker 
than ebony; and her eyes, which were of 
the ſame colour, ſurpaſled in ſharpneſs thoſe 
of the eagle. Though her ſtature was not 
conſiderable, ſhe had a majeſtic air, which, 
rendered her preſence commanding: in 
fine, the was a beauty worthy, to be admit- 
ted into the haram of the commander of the 
faithful. 

Kalem caſily obtained his father's con- 
ſent to the marriage, and for ſome time 

F lived 
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lived completely bleſſed in his Gulbare, 
But, alas! human happineſs 1s as fleeting 
as the miſts that ariſe from the ſtream of 
Martaban. Kalem, after having with rap- 
tures embraced his ſpouſe Gulbare, fel] 
into a profound fleep. But a direful dream 
ſoon after filled his fancy with horror; he 
thought he beheld his beloved Gulbare in 
the embraces of a flave. Diſtracted with 
this idea, he aroſe and ſtruck a light: not 
ſeeing her in his bed, he ſearched over the 
whole houſe, and at laſt found her faſt 
aſleep in the arms of his flave Cotra 
Rachid. He immediately flew them with 
his ſabre, and putting his jewels and money 
in a caſket, made the beſt way to Delly, the 
capital of Indoſtan. Upon entering this 
city he aſſumed the name of Houſechenck; 
and having taken a ſuperb manſton, lived 
in the utmoſt ſplendour. He reſolved to 
drown all his carcs in wine, and was every 


day viſited by numbers of the grandces ot 
Delly, 
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Delly, who are well known to be quite 
indifferent about religion, though they pro- 
feſs to follow the dictates of Alla, and his 
prophet Mahomet. 

Kalem, for ſome time, found his cares 


relieved by the jollity of his companions; 


but ebriety could not reſtore his peace of 
mind, though it ſoothed his cares during 
ſome moments. Koudadan, who was his 
companion in all his exceſſes, ſometimes 
diſguſted him by his flattery, and ſome- 
times offended him by throwing out ſevere 
ſarcaſms upon the reſt of the company; 
for Kalem, though he had penetration 
enough to perceive every man's faults, 
had too elevated and ingenuous a turn of 
mind, either to reproach them with their 
vices and defects, or to hear them re- 
proached without uneaſineſs. 

Abzenderoud, though he greatly ſur- 
paſſed Koudadan 1n all the arts of conver- 
ſation, could not engage the attention of 
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Kalem, as the ſtories which he related were 
merely the effects of invention, the ebul- 
lition of a mind elated by a tranſitory joy, 
when the body was warmed by wine. 
But Kalem ſoon had ſtronger reaſons to 
deteſt ebriety; one day, when a golden 
goblet, wreathed with flowers, was laid 
upon the table, and the room reſounded 
with noiſe and merriment; a youth ap- 
peared to him, beautiful as the pages who 
preſent the poncine to virtuous Muſſulmen 
after death, and put a glaſs into his hand. 
As ſoon as Kalem beheld the bowl through 
this medium, he perceived it full of adders 
hiſſing, and poiſonous ſerpents rolling in 
the flowery wreaths which adorned the 
brim of the ſparkling goblet. Diſguſted 
with this ſhocking ſight, Kalem reſolved 
to renounce ſociety, and make a pilgrimage 
to Mecca. He accordingly ſet out, and 
aſter a long voyage arrived at Coubbay 


Khiramant, a place held ſacred by all good 
Muſſulmen, 
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Muſſulmen, as it is the general opinion 
that Mahomet, God's holy prophet, lies 
there interred. Upon beholding that ve- 
nerable place, he formed a reſolution to 
dedicate the remainder of his days to de- 
votion, and retiring to Mount Arafat, 
lived a recluſe and ſolitary lite, in a cottage 
which had been before inhabited by the 
hermit Topal. 

Kalem, in this retirement, made the 
book of glory his only ſtudy, and had no 
company except his own thoughts. But 
fuch was his reſtleſs diſpoſition, that he 
foon found, that by flying from human 
ſociety, he could not procure tranquillity. 
His own thoughts were ſo many fiends 
that tormented him, and rendered ſolitude 
as full of trouble as if he had lived in 
Delly, ſurrounded by crowds, and ſubjett 
to all the cares and inquietudes that prey 
upon the minds of men in populous cities. 


Ambition ſometimes ſuggeſted to him, 
F 3 that 
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that the recluſe life he led upon Mount 
Arafat was altogether unworthy of him ; 
and that by the talents that heaven had en- 
dowed him with, he might juſtly aſpire 
to ſome place of honour in the ſtate ; but 
when he deliberated upon quitting his ſoli- 
tude, the antipathy he had conceived for 
the ſociety of men, made him reſolve never 
to appear amongſt them, Living thus 
irreſolute and anxious, he at laſt invoked 
the angel of death to put an end to all his 
miſery at once. The angel of death im- 
mediately appeared to him; but Kalem, 
on beholding him approach, was ſeized with 
Horror, and prayed to Alla, and his holy 
prophet Mahomet, to ſuffer him ſtill to 
live. The angel of death, perceiving the 
change in his reſolution, addreſſed him as 
follows :— 

« You ſee, Kalem, you do not know 
what you wiſh for; you deſired death, and 
when it is offered to you, you ſtart from it 

with 


THE MAN-HATER. 151 


— —— — — — _—CcGG— — — 2 
— —— — — 


with dread; you were weary of ſociety, 
and now you find ſolitude equally burthen- 
ſome. I pity the diſtreſs of your ſituation, 
and will tell you how you may procure 
relief. Apply to the hermit Sunghier, and 
he will give you a remedy, which will 
cure you of all the anguiſh of your wounded 
mind.“ 

Kalem took the advice of the angel; 
and having received from Sunghier a taliſ- 
man, on which was engraved the words 
** know thyſelf,” he ever after enjoyed a 

* tranquillity to which he had always been 
a ſtranger before; lived equally happy in 
ſociety and ſolitude, and, when viſited a 
ſecond time by the angel of death, obeyed 
without reluctance. 


F 4 THE 


152 THE VANITY 
THE 
VANITY or AMBITION, |þ 
1 11 f. 


OMAR Haſſan, Caliph of the fertile re 
gion of Barea, ſirnamed the Thunder of 
War, counted among his vaſlals one 
hundred Princes, who paid him a yearly 
tribute: his dominion extended from the 
riſing to the ſetting ſun, and he could lead 
into the field five hundred thouſand men : 
he was feared abroad, at home adored ; | 
the terror of his enemies, the delight of his 
ſubjetts. Heaven bleſſed the Caliph with 
a ſon, whoſe youthful inclinations ſeemed 
to promiſe comfort to his aged Sire, and 

| happineſs 
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happineſs to the people over whom he was 
one day to reign: to Bezoar, the ſon of 
Mardonai, was the care of bringing up the 
royal infant conſigned: Bezoar was allied 
to the ancient race of Caliphs ; nor did he 
diſgrace by his conduct his illuſtrious hne- 
age; wile without pride, affable without 
meanneſs, and charitable without oſten- 
tation; his preſence diffuſed univerſal joy, 
and the prayers of the widow and the 
orphan ever accompanied his footſteps ; 
the attainment of knowledge was his chief 
occupation ; the company of yalued friends 
his favourite relaxation ; and the education 
of his Prince formed his higheſt delight, 
Every art and ſcience felt the genial influ- 


ence of his favour and encouragement; 


the waking hours of Bezoar were divided 
between uletul employment and works of 
- benevolence ; his ſleep was innocent and 
undiſturbed, like that of the peaceful hind 
who feeds his flock on the flowery aſcent of 
Mount Atlas. F 3 Be- 
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- Bezoar inſtilled into the tender mind of 
the royal youth all the virtues which ſhould 
adorn the breaſt of a Monarch: Omar 
ſecretly approved the choice he had made, 
and extended his ſmile to this excellent 
man: Bezoar fulfilled his duty; was con- 
tented and happy. Since the birth of 
Omar, the Thunder of War, ſeventy-five 


ſuns had illumined the horizon; ſeventy- 


hive times had the valleys of Serab been 
clothed with green, and as often had the 
bleak tops of the mountains of Benham- 
med been buried in ſnow: the race of 
Omar was run; his time was accompliſh- 
ed; the angel of death ſummoned him 
from amongſt the living, and night eternal 
fat upon his eyelids. Alt, Haſſan, his ſon 
and ſucceſſor, rent his garments, and co- 
vered his ſacred head with aſhes; the tear 
of filial piety bedewed his downy cheek ; 
his affliction was inexpreſſible; but the 
wile Bezoar ſet belore him the duty of a 

Prince, 
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Prince, to protect the people committed 
by the great Alla to his parental care; the 
voice of reaſon was always grateful to 
Ali; his grief inſenſibly abated, and the 
welfare of his ſubjects took up his whole 
attention. | 

The Vizir of the late Caliph was named 
Zoroames ; he was one of the great coun- 
cil of the nation, and the voice of the 
people had called him to the place he oc- 
cupied: verſed in all the ſecrets of policy 
and miniſterial art, he raiſed his native 
country to a pitch of glory unknown in 
former times; the eloquence of angels 
flowed from his lips, and the moſt con- 
ſummate prudence guided all his actions. 
A war had been entered into with a pow- 
erful potentate on the frontiers of Barea; 
Zoroames formed unfathomable ſchemes 
for the depreſſion of the enemies of his 
country, and was maſter of ſuch extraor- 
dinary diſcernment in the choice of proper 
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perſons to execute them, that their ſucceſs 
was publicly known, before their deſtina- 
tion was ſuſpected. Zoroames was of a 
buſy enterpriſing nature, of a dauntleſs 
mind, though weak in conſtitution; took 
pride in ſupporting almoſt the whole weight 
of government, and feared nothing ſo much 
as the loſs of power. 

The Prince, as ſoon as the torrent of his 
grief had ſubſided, ſummoned Bezoar into 
his preſence. —* Bezoar,” ſaid he, thou 
haſt been the guide of my youth—my 
noble conduttor into the paths of virtue : 
to thee is owing the heartfelt ſatis faction 
I now enjoy in the conſciouſneſs of unſpot- 
ted innocence—and to thee are my ſubjetts 
indebted for the bright proſpett of hap- 
pineſs which my reign ſeems to promiſe 
them. No recompence can be thought too 
great for ſuch ineſtimable benefits; aſk, and 
whatever thou demandeſt, ſhall be granted 


thee,” 


Bezoar 
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Bezoar would have excuſed himſelf, but 
the Caliph repeated his command with 
ſtill greater earneſtneſs than before: Bezoar 
then reſpectfully ſaid, © Allow thy ſervant 
three days time for reflection; he will 
then, perhaps, have overcome his doubts, 
and will endeavour, by participating of thy 
intended bounties, to furniſh thee with the 
laudable and exalted pleaſure of doing 
good.” The Caliph gave a ſign of appro- 
bation, and Bezoar retired. From that 
moment he ruminated inceſſantly on the 
words of his royal maſter ; the night was 
paſſed in unuſual ſolicitude and anxiety ; 
he knew not what benefit to require at the 
hands of Ali: the ſun that roſe on the 
morrow found him ſtill waking and ſtill 
irreſolute; next day his foul was not leſs 
perturbed, and reſt forſook his couch the 
following night: the ſucceeding day was 
paſſed in ſtill greater agitations; but on 


the third night a burning fever ſeized him, 
F 7 which 
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which threw him into the moſt incon- 
ceivable agonies. A ſudden noiſe like the 
craſh of jarring elements ſhook his cham- 
ber; a flaſh of light ruſhed in, and in the 
midſt of it appeared an awful and majeſtic 
but ſevere and unamiable form : the viſion 
approached, and thus addreſſed the aſto- 
niſhed Bezoar :—* Son of Marzonai at- 
tend !—My name is Cachim, and mortals 


call me the angel of power; that diſcaſe 


which now conſumes thee 1s the fever of 
ambition, which I ſend into every ſoul 
that I judge is prepared to receive ſo noble 
a flame: the offers of thy Sovereign have 
kindled it in thy breaſt; take advantage 
of his favourable diſpoſitions towards thee ; 
thy life has been hitherto obſcure; enter 
now into a more glorious career, Thy 
Monarch invites thee to take a ſhare in the 
government of a vaſt and potent kingdom ; 
leave thy preſent ignoble purſuits, and dare 


to aſpire to the nobleſt offices of the ſtate ; 
| the 
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the Vizir of the late Caliph poſſeſſes not 
the confidence of the preſent Monarch ; 
him thou mayeſt diſplace, and build thy 
greatneſs on his ruin.” The apparition 
vaniſhed; Bezoar aroſe; revolved theſe 
matters often in his mind, and by degrees 
found himſelf ſtill leſs and leſs averſe from 
yielding to the advice of the angel of 
power. In theſe ſentiments did he attend 
on the Caliph; Ali, to whom his preſence 
always gave joy, called him as ſoon as he 
perceived him among the crowd of his 
attendants, and commanded him to declare 
his final reſo!ve, Bezoar approached, and 
thus addreſſed the Prince ;—* Mighty 
Ali, I have maturely reflected on thy 
offers, and ſhould think myſelf highly cul- 
pable, if I delayed longer to gratify thy 
unparalleled generoſity by accepting a poſt 
of honour, though of care, in thy court.“ 
The Caliph, tranſported at the acquieſcence 
of his beloved preceptor, cried out, Aſk, 
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and whatever thou demandeſt, ſhall im- 
mediately be granted thee.” * Diſmiſs 
the Vizir,“ replied Bezoar, emboldened by 
the words of his maſter, and let me 
conduct the reins of government in his 
ſtead.” 

At this unexpetted addreſs, a murmur 
of diſcontent ran through the whole aſ- 
ſembly, but the fondneſs of the Sovereign 
for his favourite prevented him from per- 
ceiving it. He would in the inſtant have 
ordered the Vizir to be ſtripped of his dig- 
nities, but conſiderations of prudence re- 
ſtrained him; he bade Bezoar follow him 
into his cloſet, and ſpoke to him to this 
effect: Thou knoweſt that Zoroames 
hath deſervedly gained the confidence of 
the people; his acute difcernment and his 
great knowledge of affairs have enabled him 
to do ſignal ſervices to his country, and 
have thrown an uncommon. luſtre on his 


adminiſtration; openly to diſmiſs him 
might 
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might irritate my ſubjects; where the full 
exertion of power would be dangeraus, art 
muſt be made uſe of; means ſhall, there. 
fore, be found to render the poſt of Zo- 
roames irkſome and diſagreeable to him; 


his pride makes him impatient of oppoſi- 


tion ; and when once he finds himſelf 
thwarted in any favourite ſcheme, he will 
incontinently reſign all ſhare in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs; then I may 
ſecurely reward thy faithful ſervices, and 
thou mayeſt partake of my bounty with 
honour and emolument.” An occaſion 
ſoon preſented itſelf to put their deſign in 
execution. Zoroames, in the preſence of 
all the great officers of the crown, opened 
a ſcheme with his uſual perſpicuity, which 
he judged expedient at the preſent criſis ; 
but inſtead of the hum of applauſe which 
formerly attended every propoſition mat 
eſcaped his lips, an univerſal diſliks d iis- 


propoſal appeared in the looks of every 
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one preſent, His great inſight into the 
tempers of men, and his experience of the 
arts of courts, ſoon let him into the cauſe 
of this total and unexpected change; he 
was obliged to ſummon all his fortitude to 
bear this ſudden blow of fate: he retired 
from the aſſembly, his ſoul glowing with 
reſentment, and forthwith diveſted himſelt 
of his office, well knowing that the viſible 
alteration 1n the face of affairs at court made 
it impoſſible for him to keep it with fſate- 
ty. 
This precipitate ſtep was highly pleaſing 
to the Caliph, inſomuch that, inſtead of 
ſending the executioner to the Vizir's houſe 
to ſtrangle him, (which is the common 
method of proceeding) he ſettled on him 
a conſiderable yearly penſion for life. The 
_diſmiſſion of all his friends was the natural 
conſequence of his own diſgrace, and now 
Bezoar aſſumed the reins of government, 
and diſtributed all places of truſt and pro- 
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fit among his allies and dependents. He 
found the ruling of a great kingdom to be 
an harder taſk than he had at firſt ima- 
gined : - however, he meant well, and 
ſome of his ſchemes to advance the glory 
of his country, ſucceeded to his utmoſt. 
wiſh : nevertheleſs, the people who adored 
Zoroames were diſcontented at this ſud— 
den change: men of abandoned prin- 
ciples, who find pleaſure in the miſery of 
their feliow-creatures, fumented the divi— 
ſions, and repreſented Bezoar in ſuch an 
odious light, to the credulous multitude, 
that all his actions were miſconſtrued, and 
he was almoſt univerſally, though falſely, 
regarded as an enemy to his country, 
This miſtaken man found too late that he 
had fooliſhly exchanged content and peace 
of mind, for trouble and vexation of ſpirit. 
Inſtead of the ſelett ſincere friends who 
had before formed one of his greateſt en- 
joyments, he now ſaw none about him 

but 
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but the moſt abjett flatterers. His brow 
which before was unruffled as the ſurfac© 
of the ſmooth lake at the foot of Mount 
Ela, was now contracted with anxious 
thought and uneaſineſs ; his eye, whoſe 
brightneſs indicated the vacancy of his 
mind from care, now ſeemed heavy with 
continual watchings: that good humour 
and pleaſantry which ſhone in his coun- 
tenance, were now changed into gloomi- 
neſs and filence. In ſhort, Bezoar, the 
preceptor of Prince Ali, and Bezoar the 

firſt miniſter of the Caliph of Barea, ap- 
peared” ſuch different men, that it was 
hardly poſſible to conceive ſo great an 
alteration in one and the ſame perſon. It 
chanced, as he lay waking one night ac- 
cording to cuſtom, that a ſudden light dit- 
fuſed itſelf around him, and lo! there ap- 
peared before him a form tranſcendently 
bright and amiable, whoſe preſence in-: 


ſpired joy, and on whole countenance fat 
a per- 
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a a perpetual ſmile. Thus did it addreſs 
him: —“ Bezoar ! know that I am the 
angel of peace, the friend of human nature, 
the conſtant attendant of the innocent and 
unambitious. While thy deſires were cir- 
cumſcribed within the bounds of virtue, I 
viſited thy board and thy couch, and ſhed 
my balmy influence over thy heart. Then 
did thy days ſeem as hours, and thy hours- 
as moments; then was the calm current 
of thy life, the envy of all who knew thee ; 
then waſt thou truly bleſt ; but ſince thou 
haſt liſtened to the captivating voice of 
the angel ot power, behold ! thy moments 
have ſeemed as hours, and thy hours as 
days; ſleep has fled thy eyelids, and 
the midnight lamp has conſumed thy health; 
thy former pleaſures have loſt all their 
reliſh ; thy friends have dwindled into 
mean flatterers, and thou haſt found thy- 
ſelf alone amidſt a crowd of courtiers and 


fycophanis. I now leave thee, reluc- 
tantly 
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tantly, for ever, as a warning to the ſons 
of men, of the invariable and never: failing 
truth of this maxim That he who ſeeks 
for happineſs in power, will in the end find 


himſelf moſt miſerably diſappointed. 


TUE 
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THE 


WOODEN LEO 


AN HELVETIC TALE, 


— 


ON the mountain from whence the tor- 
rent of Runti precipitates into the valley, a 
young ſhepherd fed his goats. His pipe 
called echo gaily from the hollow rocks, 
and echo bid the valleys ſeven times reſound 
his ſongs melodious. On a ſudden he per- 
ceived a man climbing with pain the moun- 
'4 tain's ſide, The man was old; years had 
blanched his head. A ſtaff bent beneath 
his heavy tottering ſteps, for he had a 
wooden leg. He approached the young 
man, and ſeated himſelf by him on the 
moſs of the rock, The young ſhepherd 
lookeq . 
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looked at him with ſurpriſe, and his eyes 
were fixed on the wooden leg. My ſon, 
ſaid the old man, ſmiling, do you not 
think that, infirm as I am, I ſhould have 
done better to have remained in the valley? 
Know, however, that I make this journey 
but once a-year, and this leg, as you lee it, 
my triend, 1s more honourable to me, than 
are to many the moſt ſtrait and athve. 
I don't doubt, father, replied the ſhepherd, 
but it is very honourable to you, though, I 
dare ſay, another would be more uſeful, 
Without doubt, you are tired. Will you 
drink ſome milk from my goats, or ſome 
of the freſh water that ſpouts below from 
the hollow of ihe rock? | 
Od Man. I like the frankneſs painted 
on thy viſage. A little freſh water will be 
ſufficient. If you will bring it me hither, 
you ſhall hear the hiſtory of this wooden 
leg. The young ſhepherd ran to the foun- 
tain, and ſoon returned. 
When 
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When the old man had quenched his 
thirſt, he ſaid, let young people, when they 
behold their fathers maimed, and covered 
over with ſcars, adore the Almighty Power, 
and bleſs their valour ; for without that you 
would have bowed your necks beneath the 
yoke, inſtead of thus baſking in the ſun's 
warmth, and making the echoes repeat your 
Joyful notes. Mirth and gaiety inhabit | 
theſe hills and valleys, while your ſongs re- 
ſound from one mountain to the other. 
Liberty ! ſweet liberty! All we fee round 
us is our own, We cultivate our own 
fields with pleaſure. © The crops we reap 
are our's; and the time of the harveſt is 
with us rejoicing days. 

Young Shepherd, He does not deſerve 
to be a freeman, who can forget that his 
liberty was purchaſed with the blood of 
his forefathers. 

Old Man. But who, in their place, 


would not have done as they did? Ever 
ſince 


— 
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ſince that bloody day of Nefels, I come 
once a- year to the top of this mountain; 
but I perceive that I am now come for the 
laſt time. From hence I ſtill behold the 
order of the battle, where liberty made us 
conquerors. See, it was on that ſide the 
army of the enemy advanced ; thouſands 
of lances glittering at a diſtance with more 
than two hundred horſemen covered with 
ſumptuous armour, The plumes that ſhaded 
their helmets nodded as they marched ; 
and the earth reſounded with their horſes 
hoofs. Qur little troop was already broken, 
We were but three or four hundred men, 
The cries of the defeat were re-echoed 
from every ſide, and the ſmoak of Netels 
in flames filled the valley and ſpread with 
horror along the mountains, However, at 
the bottom of a hill, where we now are, 
our chief had placed himſelf, He was 
there, where thoſe two pines ſhoot up from 
the edge of thoſe pointed rocks, I think I 

ſec 
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ſee him now, ſurrounded by a ſmall num- 
ber of warriors, firm, immoveable, and 
calling around him the diſperſed troops. I 
bear the ruſtling of the ſtandard that he 
waved in the air; it was like the ſound of 
| the wind that precedes a hurricane. From 
every ſide they ran towards. him. Doſt 
thou fee thoſe floods ruſh down from the 
mountains? Stones, rocks, and trees, over. 
thrown, in vain oppole their courſe; they 
oer-leap, or bear down all before them, 
and mcet together at the bottom of that 
pool. So we ran to the cry of our general, 
cutting our way through the enemy, 
Ranked around the hero, we made a vow, 
and God was our witneſs, to conquer or 
die. The enemy, advancing in order of 
baitle, poured down impetuouſly upon us; 
we attacked them in our turn. Eleven 
tmes we returned to the charge, but always 
were forced to retire to the ſhelter of theſe 
hills; we there cloſed our ranks, and be- 
came 
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came unſhaken as the rock by which we 

were protected. At laſt, enforced by thirty 

Swiſs warriors, we fell ſuddenly on the 

enemy, like the fall of a mountain, or as 

ſome mighty rock deſcends, rolls through 

the foreſt; and with a horrid cruſh lays waſte 

the trees that interrupt its courſe. On every 

ſide the enemy, both horſe and foot, con- 

tounded in a moſt dreadful tumult, over- 

threw each other to eſcape our rage. Grown 

furious by the combat, we trod under foot 

the dead and dying, to extend vengeance 

and death ſtill further. I was in the middle 

of the battle. A horſeman of the enemy 

| in his flight rode over me, and cruſhed my 
1 leg. The ſoldier, who fought the neareſt 
to me, ſeeing my condition, took me on 
his ſhoulders, and ran with me out of the 
field of battle. A holy father was pro- 
ſtrate on a rock not far diſtant, and im- 
ploring heaven to aid us. Take care, good 


father, of this warrior, my deliverer cried ; 
he 
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he has fought like a ſon of liberty ! He ſaid, 
and flew back to the combat. The vittory 
was ours, my ſon, it was ours! but many 
of us were left extended on the heaps of 
the enemy. Thus the weary mower re- 
poſes on the ſheaves himſelf has made. I 
was carefully attended; I was cured; but 
never could find out the man to whom I 
owe my life, I have ſought him in vain, I 
have made vows. and pilgrimages that ſome 
faint of paradiſe, or ſome angel, would re- 
veal him to me. But, alas! all my efforts 
have been fruitleſs. I ſhall never in this 
life ſhew him my gratitude, The young 
ſhepherd, having heard the old warrior, 
with tears in his eyes, faid : No, father, 
in this life you can never ſhew him your 
gratitude, The old man, ſurpriſed, cried, 
Heavens! what doſt thou ſay? Doſt thou 
know, my ſon, who my dehiverer was? 
Young Shepherd, I am much deceived, 


if 1t was not my father. Olten he has 
told 


— > 
— 
- 2 — — — — 
—— . ͤ ——————— EO — —uvꝑpb— —ytt — — 
- — — — 


——— — od 


— 7 — 
— 


— D— 
— 2 


— 


— - —_—_ — . — 
* — ——ů 
= — 


174 THE WOODEN LEE. 


WE __=— == — — ͤ— — — 


— — — 


told me the ſtory of that battle, and often 
I have heard him ſay, I wonder if the 
man I carried from the battle be Rtiii 
alive! 

Old Man. O God! O angels of heaven! 
was that generous man thy father ? 

Young Shepherd, He had a ſcar here, 
pointing to his left cheek; he had been 
wounded with a lance; perhaps it was 
before he carried you from the field. 

Old Man. His cheek was covered with 

blood when he bore me off. O my child! 
my ſon |! 
_ Young Shepherd, He died two years 
ago; and as he was poor, I am forced for 
ſubſiſtence to keep theſe goats. The old 
man embraced him, and ſaid, Heaven be 
| praiſed! I can recompenſe thee for his ge- 
nerolity. Come, my fon, come with me, 
and let ſome other keep thy goats. 

They deſcended the hill together, and 
walked towards the old man's dwelling, 

He 


L 
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He was rich in land and flocks, and a lovely 
daughter was his only heir. My child, ſaid 
he to her, he that ſaved my life was the 
father of this young ſhepherd. If thou canſt 
love him, I ſhall be happy to ſee you united, 
The young man was an amiable perſon ; 
health and pleaſure ſhone in his counte- 
nance; locks of yellow gold ſhaded his 
forehead, and the ſparkling fire of his eyes 
was ſoftened by a ſweet modeſty. The 
young maiden, with an ingenuous reſerve, 
aſked three days to reſolve; but the third 
appeared to her a very long one. She gave 
her hand to the young ſhepherd ;- and the 
old man, with tears of joy, ſaid to them, 
My bleſſing reſt upon you, my children! 
This day has made me the moſt happy of 
mortals, 
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